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A flag waves from the top of the Jet Star Roller Coaster, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013 in Seaside Heights, N.J. Police detained a man who 
allegedly placed the flag after climbing on the roller coaster, which has been sitting on the ocean after part of the Funtown Pier was 
destroyed during Superstorm Sandy. Officials say the man came down from the top of the coaster and jumped into a police boat. 
He was handcuffed, walked through the surf and was escorted to a police car on the beach in Seaside Heights. 

(AP Photo/Julio Cortez) 

Christie urges approval of further storm relief 


No Chavez At 
Inauguration 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— President Hugo Chavez 
won't be able to attend his 
scheduled swearing-in this 
week, Venezuela’s gov¬ 
ernment announced Tues¬ 
day, confirming suspicions 
that the leader’s illness will 
keep him in a Cuban hos¬ 
pital past the key date. 
Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro broke the news 
in a letter to National As¬ 
sembly President Diosdado 



Venezuela's National 
Assembly President Diosdado 
Cabello gestures during 
a session in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 
2013. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 

Cabello, saying on the rec¬ 
ommendation of Chavez’s 
medical team, his recov¬ 
ery process “should be 
extended beyond Jan. 
10” and for that reason he 
won’t be able to attend 
Thursday’s scheduled inau¬ 
guration. 

Maduro said Chavez was 
invoking a provision in 
the constitution allowing 
him to be sworn in before 
the Supreme Court at a 
“later date." Cabello an¬ 
nounced he had received 
the request during a legis¬ 
lative session. 

Tensions between the gov¬ 
ernment and opposition 
have been building in a 
constitutional dispute over 
whether the ailing presi¬ 
dent's swearing-in can le¬ 
gally be postponed. 
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In an emotional speech 
Tuesday more focused 
on tales of fortitude in the 
aftermath of a devastat¬ 
ing storm than policy pre¬ 
scriptions for the coming 
year. Gov. Chris Christie 
said New Jersey was mak¬ 
ing progress in recovering 
from Hurricane Sandy but 
pressed for Congress to 
deliver much-needed re¬ 
lief funds. 

“There is no question that 
Sandy hit us hard,” Chris¬ 
tie told lawmakers in Tren¬ 
ton during his State of the 
State address. “But there is 
also no question that we're 
fighting back with every¬ 
thing we've got." 

Typically, governors use 


these annual addresses to 
advance a laundry list of 
goals for the next year. But 
Christie spent much of his 
speech recounting the sto¬ 
ries of how citizens in towns 
like Toms River, Moonachie 
and Brick responded to 
the storm that ravaged the 
state Oct. 29. 

He also urged Washington 
to pass the remainder of a 
$60 billion relief bill. 

“We have waited 72 days, 
seven times longer than 
victims of Hurricane Ka¬ 
trina waited,” Christie said. 
“One thing I hope every¬ 
one now clearly under¬ 
stands - New Jersey, both 
Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats, will never stand silent 
when our citizens are be¬ 
ing shortchanged.” 

Christie, who is up for re¬ 


election in November and 
is frequently mentioned as 
a possible contender for 
the White House in 2016, 
angered many in his own 
party when he embraced 
President Barack Obama 
at the height of last year’s 
presidential campaign. 

He took his party to task 
last week, leveling criticism 
at the failure of the Repub¬ 
lican speaker of the House, 
John A. Boehner, to bring 
the relief bill up for a vote 
before the end of the last 
legislative session. Con¬ 
gress passed part of the 
relief package - providing 
$9.7 billion to cover insur¬ 
ance claims - days later 
and scheduled a vote on 
the rest of the relief money 
for later in the month. 

“You see, some things are 


above politics," he said. 
“Sandy was and is one of 
those things.” 

To drive the point home, 
Christie outlined the scope 
of the damage from the 
storm, saying 346,000 
homes were damaged 
or destroyed and 41,000 
families are still displaced 
from their homes. He also 
spoke of the efforts to re¬ 
cover and the challenges 
ahead. 

While Christie did not out¬ 
line a host of policy initia¬ 
tives, he promised that he 
would continue to press 
to reduce state spending 
and keep taxes from rising. 
“Despite the challenges 
that Sandy presents for our 
economy. 


Continued on Page 4 
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Ailing Chavez unable to attend swearing-in 


Continued from front 


The president underwent 
his fourth cancer-related 
surgery in Cuba last month 
and hasn’t spoken publicly 
in a month. 

Opposition leader Hen- 
rique Capriles said earlier 
Tuesday that Chavez’s cur¬ 
rent term constitutionally 
ends Thursday and that the 
Supreme Court should rule 
in the matter. 

Other opposition leaders 


lead to opposition ques¬ 
tions about the legitimacy 
of government officials 
serving past the scheduled 
inauguration date. 

The Venezuelan Constitu¬ 
tion says the presidential 
oath should be taken be¬ 
fore lawmakers in the Na¬ 
tional Assembly on Jan. 10 
but adds that the president 
may also take the oath be¬ 
fore the Supreme Court if 
he’s unable to be sworn 
in before the assembly. 


should now be declared, 
which would give the pres¬ 
ident 90 days to recover, 
which could be renewed 
for another 90 days. 
Maduro has called the 
swearing-in a “formality” 
and said the opposition 
is erroneously interpreting 
the constitution. Chavez 
has said that if he's unable 
to continue on as presi¬ 
dent, Maduro should take 
his place and run in an 
election to replace him. 



Venezuela's opposition leader Henrique Capriles holds up a miniature copy of the national con¬ 
stitution during a news conference in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013. Capriles said 
that the Supreme Court should rule in a dispute over whether the ailing leader's inauguration can 
legally be postponed. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 


have argued that the in¬ 
auguration cannot legally 
be put off and that the Na¬ 
tional Assembly president 
should take over as interim 
president if Chavez hasn’t 
returned from Cuba on in¬ 
auguration day. 

“The Supreme Court has 
to take a position on what 
the text of the constitution 
says,” said Capriles, who 
lost to Chavez in presiden¬ 
tial elections three months 
ago. “There is no monar¬ 
chy here, and we aren't in 
Cuba."However, Capriles 
said he saw no reason to 
bring a formal challenge 
to the Supreme Court be¬ 
cause it was obliged to is¬ 
sue a ruling on the dispute. 
While leaders of both pro- 
and anti-Chavez camps 
say they don’t expect vio¬ 
lence to break out Thurs¬ 
day, the dispute could 


Government officials ar¬ 
gue that clause does not 
explicitly mention a date, 
though opponents say it 
clearly refers to the Jan. 10 
deadline. 

Maduro said in his letter 
that Chavez’s condition 
was an “irrefutable unex¬ 
pected reason” that made 
it impossible for Chavez to 
attend the scheduled in¬ 
auguration. 

The announcement set off 
an impassioned debate 
in the National Assem¬ 
bly. Opposition lawmaker 
Omar Barboza dismissed 
Maduro's proposal and 
urged Chavez's allies to 
accept Cabello as interim 
president while Chavez re¬ 
covers, saying that was to 
avoid an “institutional cri¬ 
sis.” 

Barboza said it's clear that 
a “temporary absence" 


Capriles noted, however, 
that Maduro “wasn't elect¬ 
ed" to continue leading a 
government in Chavez's 
absence into a new term. 
“If Maduro wants to be 
president, it’s not through 
that way," Capriles said. 

He added Tuesday that he 
has spoken with members 
of the military, and that 
they have told him “we are 
with the constitution.” 

“The Armed Force also has 
a role to play to play here 
... of respecting the con¬ 
stitution," Capriles said, 
without elaborating, while 
using the military’s formal 
name. 

Jorge Rodriguez, a Ca¬ 
racas district mayor and 
campaign manager in re¬ 
cent elections, accused 
the opposition of foment¬ 
ing a “conspiracy” against 
Chavez’s governmentO 



AROUND THE WORLD 


$1.7M in gold bars from Curacao held 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — U.S. authorities in Puerto 
Rico have confiscated 11 gold bars sent by mail from Cu¬ 
racao, officials said Tuesday, without saying whether the 
suspected contraband came from a recent heist on the 
Dutch Caribbean island. The gold bars were found in sev¬ 
eral courier packages at an airport in the Puerto Rican 
town of Aguadilla. Inspectors noted that the packages 
that arrived in mid-December were “unusually heavy,” 
and flagged them for inspection before confiscating the 
bars as suspected contraband. U.S. Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement spokesman Ivan Ortiz said the source 
of the gold is under investigation.^ 


Venezuelan shot dead at high school 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Venezuelan authorities are 
investigating the shooting death of a student at a high 
school in downtown Caracas. The Prosecutor General’s 
Office says the 16-year-old victim was shot inside the An¬ 
dres Bello School. Nobody was arrested and it remains un¬ 
clear who was responsible for the shooting. The school’s 
director refused to talk to a journalist from The Associ¬ 
ated Press about Thursday’s shooting, citing restrictions 
imposed by the government on discussing the incident 
with the media. Venezuela has one of the highest murder 
rates in Latin America, but shooting deaths inside schools 
are very rare. □ 

Former Abu Ghraib inmates paid $5M 

BAGHDAD/WASHINGTON (AP) — A defense contractor 
whose subsidiary was accused in a lawsuit of conspiring 
to torture detainees at the infamous Abu Ghraib prison in 
Iraq has paid $5.28 million to 71 former inmates held there 
and at other U.S.-run detention sites between 2003 and 
2007. The settlement in the case involving Engility Holdings 
Inc. of Chantilly, Virginia, marks the first successful effort 
by lawyers for former prisoners at Abu Ghraib and other 
detention centers to collect money from a U.S. defense 
contractor in lawsuits alleging torture. Another contrac¬ 
tor, CACI, is expected to go to trial over similar allegations 
this summer. □ 

Dominicans stop returning of Haitians 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (AP) — Roughly 
2,000 undocumented Haitians are being prevented from 
reentering the Dominican Republic at a northern border 
crossing. The migrants live and work in the Dominican Re¬ 
public but returned to Haiti to spend the holidays in their 
impoverished homeland. Farms and building sites have 
relied on Haitian labor for decades. But on Tuesday, Immi¬ 
gration Director Jose Ricardo Taveras told reporters that 
many Haitian workers were not being allowed to cross 
the Dajabon border crossing because they did not have 
passports or permits. Taveras says authorities are “simply 
fulfilling the law.’O 

Investigation set for Colombia’s Uribe 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Colombia's chief prosecu¬ 
tor's office has opened a preliminary criminal investiga¬ 
tion into former President Alvaro Uribe over allegations he 
sponsored a killer far-right militia as a regional governor in 
the 1990s. The probe, ordered on Jan. 2 and made pub¬ 
lic Tuesday by Uribe’s attorney, was denounced by Uribe 
on Twitter as “the defamation of imprisoned criminals” he 
claimed had been “manipulated.” □ 
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Google exec, Richardson examine 
North Korean Internet practices 



Afghan newly graduated police officers attend their a graduation 
ceremony at a National Police training center in Jalalabad, east 
of Kabul, Afghanistan. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul) 

Officials: U.S. could leave 
no troops in Afghanistan 


ROBERT BURNS 
AP National Security Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration 
gave the first explicit signal 
Tuesday that it might leave 
no troops in Afghanistan af¬ 
ter December 2014, an op¬ 
tion that defies the Penta¬ 
gon’s view that thousands 
of troops may be needed 
to keep a lid on al-Qaida 
and to strengthen Afghan 
forces. 

“The U.S. does not have 
an inherent objective of 
‘X’ number of troops in 
Afghanistan,” said Ben 
Rhodes, a White House 
deputy national secu¬ 
rity adviser. “We have an 
objective of making sure 
there is no safe haven for 
al-Qaida in Afghanistan 
and making sure that the 
Afghan government has 
a security force that is suf¬ 
ficient to ensure the stabil¬ 
ity of the Afghan govern¬ 
ment.” 

The U.S. now has 66,000 
troops in Afghanistan, 
down from a peak of about 
100,000 as recently as 2010. 
The U.S. and its NATO allies 
agreed in November 2010 
that they would withdraw 
all their combat troops by 
the end of 2014, but they 
have yet to decide what 
future missions will be nec¬ 
essary and how many 
troops they would require. 
At stake is the risk of Af¬ 
ghanistan’s collapse and 
a return to the chaos of 
the 1990s that enabled the 
Taliban to seize power and 
provide a haven for Osa¬ 
ma bin Laden’s al-Qaida 
network. Fewer than 100 
al-Qaida fighters are be¬ 
lieved to remain in Afghan¬ 
istan, although a larger 


number are just across the 
border in Pakistani sanctu¬ 
aries. 

Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has said he fore¬ 
sees a need for a U.S. 
counterterrorism force in 
Afghanistan beyond 2014, 
plus a contingent to train 
Afghan forces. He is be¬ 
lieved to favor an option 
that would keep about 
9,000 troops in the country. 
Administration officials in 
recent days have said they 
are considering a range of 
options for a residual U.S. 
troop presence of as few 
as 3,000 and as many as 
15,000, with the number 
linked to a specific set of 
military-related missions like 
hunting down terrorists. 
Asked in a conference 
call with reporters whether 
zero was now an option, 
Rhodes said, “That would 
be an option we would 
consider." 

His statement could be 
interpreted as part of an 
administration negotiating 
strategy. On Friday Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai is 
scheduled to meet Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama at 
the White House to discuss 
ways of framing an endur¬ 
ing partnership beyond 
2014. 

The two are at odds on 
numerous issues, includ¬ 
ing a U.S. demand that 
any American troops who 
would remain in Afghani¬ 
stan after the combat mis¬ 
sion ends be granted im¬ 
munity from prosecution 
under Afghan law. Karzai 
has resisted, while empha¬ 
sizing his need for large- 
scale U.S. support to main¬ 
tain an effective security 
force after 2014.Q 


JEAN H. LEE 
Associated Press 
PYONGYANG, North Korea 
(AP) — Students at North 
Korea's premier university 
showed Google's execu¬ 
tive chairman Tuesday 
how they look for informa¬ 
tion online: they Google it. 
But surfing the Internet that 
way is the privilege of only 
a very few in North Korea, 
whose authoritarian gov¬ 
ernment imposes strict lim¬ 
its on access to the World 
Wide Web. Google's Eric 
Schmidt got a first look at 
North Korea’s limited Inter¬ 
net usage when an Ameri¬ 
can delegation he and 
former New Mexico Gov. 
Bill Richardson are lead¬ 


ing visited a computer lab 
at Kim II Sung University in 
Pyongyang. Other mem¬ 
bers of the delegation on 
the unusual four-day trip in¬ 
clude Schmidt’s daughter, 
Sophie, and Jared Cohen, 
director of the Google 
Ideas think tank. Schmidt, 
who is the highest-profile 
U.S. business executive 
to visit North Korea since 
leader Kim Jong Un took 
power a year ago, has not 
spoken publicly about the 
reasons behind the jour¬ 
ney to North Korea. Rich¬ 
ardson has called the trip 
a “private, humanitarian” 
mission by U.S. citizens and 
has sought to allay worries 
in Washington. 


North Korea is holding a 
U.S. citizen accused by 
Pyongyang of committing 
“hostile” acts against the 
state, charges that could 
carry 10 years in a prison or 
longer. Richardson told The 
Associated Press he would 
speak to North Korean of¬ 
ficials about Kenneth Bae's 
detention and seek to visit 
the American. Schmidt 
and Cohen chatted with 
students working on HP 
desktop computers at an 
“e-library” at the university 
named after North Korea 
founder Kim II Sung. One 
student showed Schmidt 
how he accesses reading 
materials from Cornell Uni¬ 
versity online on a comput¬ 


er with a red tag denoting 
it as a gift from Kim Jong II. 
“He's actually going to a 
Cornell site,” Schmidt told 
Richardson after peering 
at the URL. Cohen asked a 
student how he searches 
for information online. The 
student clicked on Google 
— “That’s where I work!” 
Cohen said — and then 
asked to be able to type in 
his own search: “New York 
City." Cohen clicked on 
a Wikipedia page for the 
city, pointing at a photo 
and telling the student, 
“That’s where I live.” 

Kim Su Hyang, a librar¬ 
ian, said students at Kim II 
Sung University have had 
Internet access since the 


laboratory opened in April 
2010. School officials said 
the library is open from 
8 a.m. to midnight, even 
when school is not in ses¬ 
sion, like Tuesday. While 
university students at Kim 
Chaek University of Sci¬ 
ence and Technology and 
the Pyongyang University 
of Science and Technol¬ 
ogy also have carefully 
monitored Internet access 
— and are under strict in¬ 
structions to access only 
educational materials — 
most North Koreans have 
never surfed the Web. 
Computers at Pyong¬ 
yang's main library at the 
Grand People's Study 
house are linked to a do¬ 


mestic Intranet service 
that allows them to read 
state-run media online and 
access a trove of reading 
materials culled by North 
Korean officials. North Ko¬ 
reans with computers at 
home can also sign up for 
the Intranet service. 

But access to the World 
Wide Web is extremely rare 
and often is limited to those 
with clearance to get on 
the Internet. At Kim Chaek 
University, instructors and 
students wishing to use the 
Internet must register first 
for permission and submit 
an application with their 
requests for research on¬ 
line, Ryu Sun Ryol, head of 
the e-library, said.Q 



Executive Chairman of Google, Eric Schmidt, third from left, and former New Mexico governor Bill 
Richardson, second from right, watch as a North Korean student surfs the Internet at a computer 
lab during a tour of Kim II Sung University in Pyongyang, North Korea on Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013. 

(AP Photo/David Guttenfelder) 
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Christie urges approval of further storm relief 
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Continued from front 

I will not let New Jersey go 
back to our old ways of 
wasteful spending and ris¬ 
ing taxes,” he said. 

Before the storm, Christie 
earned a national reputa¬ 
tion for his blunt and often 
combative tone, with You¬ 
Tube clips of him mixing it 
up with constituents circu¬ 
lating widely. In his speech, 
Christie emphasized his 
softer side - one that the 
public became familiar 
with as he raced from bat¬ 
tered town to battered 
town in the days after the 
storm. 

“Having confronted so 
many crying adults at that 
point, I felt ready to deal 
with anything," Christie 
said. 

Last year, Christie said that 


it was time for “the New Jer¬ 
sey comeback.” But with 
the nation still struggling 


ment numbers stubbornly 
high, Christie dropped the 
slogan by summer. 


legislative triumphs, includ¬ 
ing negotiating a teach¬ 
ers’ contract in Newark 


Workers labor on mounds of sand as the process of rebuilding the boardwalk is underway following 
Superstorm Sandy, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013 in Belmar, N.J. Gov. Chris Christie spoke about storm 
recovery during his State of the State address on Tuesday in Trenton. 

(AP Photo/Julio Cortez) 


to recover from economic 
malaise and unemploy¬ 


Still, in the speech Tuesday 
he pointed to a number of 
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that establishes merit pay, 
reforming the teacher ten¬ 
ure system statewide and 
reorganizing the state’s 
higher education system. 
Christie also talked about 
some of the issues that he 
has brought up in years 
past, such as the need 
for further education re¬ 
form and to make policies 
that will help bring jobs to 
the state. In the leadup to 
the speech. Democrats, 
who have yet to coalesce 
around a major candi¬ 
date to challenge Christie, 
sought to remind voters 
about the bad economic 
problems the governor 
was facing before Hurri¬ 
cane Sandy - and before 
his response to it produced 
soaring approval ratings. 
Christie had promised to 


lower New Jersey's unem¬ 
ployment rate, but it has 
risen even as the national 
rate has declined, and re¬ 
mains among the highest 
of any state, at 9.6 percent. 
The state’s foreclosure rate 
is the second-highest in the 
country, at 7.7 percent. 
Although the governor 
built his budget for this 
year around an exception¬ 
ally rosy prediction for eco¬ 
nomic growth, his treasury 
department has acknowl¬ 
edged that those predic¬ 
tions for revenue collec¬ 
tions have fallen short by 
at least $450 million, which 
will almost inevitably force 
difficult budget cuts in the 
next six months. 

In a news conference 
Monday, Democrats criti¬ 
cized Christie for veto¬ 
ing tax credits intended 
to bring more businesses 
to the state, and for can¬ 
celing a planned Hudson 
River tunnel that state offi¬ 
cials had projected would 
create 45,000 new jobs. But 
their message was over¬ 
shadowed by a comment 
from fhe Senate president, 
Stephen M. Sweeney, who 
said that rather than pro¬ 
duce a plan to create jobs, 
the governor had “prayed 
a lot and got lucky a storm 
came.” 

He apologized as soon 
as the words were out of 
his mouth, but the remark 
prompted front-page 
headlines, and outrage 
from fhe governor and his 
Republican colleagues in 
fhe Legislafure.Q 


AIG weighs lawsuit 
against US 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can International Group 
Inc. says its board of direc¬ 
tors will weigh whether to 
take part or try to block a 
shareholder lawsuit against 
the U.S. over the govern¬ 
ment's $182 billion bailout 
of the insurer. 

AIG said that its directors 
will take up the matter on 
Wednesday and expects 
they will have a decision 
by the end of the month. 
Starr International Co. Inc., 
the investment firm of ex- 


AIG CEO Maurice Green¬ 
berg, filed fhe lawsuif on 
behalf of fhe firm and AIG 
shareholders. 

The complaint asserts that 
the government didn't 
provide shareholders just 
compensation when it 
took a nearly 80 percent 
stake in the insurer as part 
of ifs 2008 bailout. 

AIG’s board must con¬ 
sider whether to take over 
the lawsuit or allow Starr 
to continue to pursue the 
complaint. Q 
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Chilling details emerge in Colorado case 


Associated Press 
CENTENNIAL, Colorado 
(AP) — An elaborate boo¬ 
by trap system found in the 
apartment of the suspect¬ 
ed gunman in last year’s 
Colorado theater shooting 
included improvised na¬ 
palm and thermite, which 
burns so hot that water 
can't put out the blaze, a 
FBI bomb technician testi¬ 
fied Tuesday, and police 
said loud music playing on 
a timer-equipped portable 
stereo was used to lure 
people to the door. 
Prosecutors are trying to 
show that the shooting that 
killed 12 and wounded at 
least 58 was a premedi¬ 
tated act and that James 
Holmes should stand trial 
for one of the country’s 
worst mass shootings. De¬ 
fense attorneys have said 
Holmes is mentally ill. 
Bearded and disheveled. 
Holmes appeared blank as 
audio from the first emer¬ 
gency call from the movie 
theater was played. The 
call lasted 27 seconds, and 
police say at least 30 shots 
could be heard. 

Bomb technician Gar¬ 
rett Gumbinner said three 
different ignition systems 
were later found in Holm¬ 
es’ apartment. Flames and 
sparks are created when 
they mix, and a trip wire 
linked the thermos to the 
door. Holmes is charged 
with more than 160 counts, 
including murder and at¬ 
tempted murder. Authori¬ 


ties said the victims who 
died were shot from one to 
nine times. 

Dozens of survivors and 
family members of the 


dead have packed the 
courtroom as details of 
the attack, until then kept 
quiet by a judge's order, 
emerge. 

Later in the day, Det. Craig 
Appel testified Tuesday 
that James Holmes had 
paper bags over his hands 
to preserve gunshot resi¬ 
due. Holmes played with 
the bags as if they were 
puppets. Appel said Holm¬ 
es also played with a cup 
on the table and tried to 
jam a staple into an elec¬ 
trical outlet. 

Defense attorney Daniel 
King asked whether Hol¬ 
mes had been tested for 
drugs or other substances. 


Appel said there was no in¬ 
dication that he was under 
the influence of anything. 
Appel acknowledged that 
Holmes’ pupils’ were di¬ 


lated, something that had 
also been noted by the of¬ 
ficer who arrested him. 

On Monday, police of¬ 
ficers struggled to hold 
back tears during their 
testimony, describing how 
they found a 6-year-old 
girl without a pulse, tried 
to keep a wounded man 
from jumping out of a mov¬ 
ing police car to go back 
for his young daughter and 
screaming at a gunshot 
victim not to die. 

Holmes watched intently 
as one detective showed 
surveillance video of him 
calmly entering the theater 
lobby, holding the door 
open for a couple behind 
him, and printing out tick¬ 
ets to the midnight show¬ 
ing of “The Dark Knight 
Rises." □ 



Ian Sullivan, father of 6-year-old Veronica Moser-Sullivan, left, 
and Jessica Watts, cousin of Jonathan Blunk, head back into 
court, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2012, on the second day of hearings for 
accused Aurora theater gunman James Holmes, in Centen- 
neial, Colo. Veronica Moser-Sullivan was the youngest of the 12 
people killed in the attack. 

(AP Photo/The Denver Post, RJ Sangosti) 


Wife says poisoned US lotto 
winner didn't have enemies 

JASON KEYSER 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO (AP) — The wife of an Indian-American lottery 
winner who was poisoned with cyanide says his death 
devastated her and she doesn’t believe he had any en¬ 
emies. 

Shabana Ansari spoke to The Associated Press on Tues¬ 
day afternoon at a dry cleaner her husband started 
after emigrating to the U.S. from India in 1989. Ansari 
wouldn’t talk about the circumstances of her husband’s 
death, saying it was too painful. 

Urooj Khan's death on July 20 was initially ruled a result 
of natural causes. A relative's request for a deeper look 
resulted in the conclusion months later that Kahn was 
poisoned as he was about to collect $425,000 in win¬ 
nings. Ansari says she hopes the truth will come out in 
the homicide investigation. 

Ansari recalled Khan as a driven worker and a good 
person. □ 
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Judge reduces possible WikiLeaks sentence 


DAVID DISHNEAU 
Associated Press 
FORT MEADE, Maryland 
(AP) — A military judge 
on Tuesday reduced the 
potential sentence for an 
Army private accused of 
sending reams of classified 
documents to the WikiLe¬ 
aks website. 

Col. Denise Lind made 
the ruling during a pretrial 
hearing at Fort Meade for 
Pfc. Bradley Manning. 

Lind found that Manning 
suffered illegal pretrial 
punishment during nine 
months in a Marine Corps 
brig in Quantico, Virginia. 
She awarded a total of 112 



Army Pfc. Bradley Manning. 
(AP Photo/Semansky) 
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days off any prison sen¬ 
tence Manning gets if he is 
convicted. 

Manning was confined to 
a windowless cell 23 hours 
a day, sometimes with no 
clothing. Brig officials say it 
was to keep him from hurt¬ 
ing himself or others. 

The judge said that Man¬ 
ning's confinement was 
“more rigorous than nec¬ 
essary.” 

She added that the condi¬ 
tions “became excessive in 
relation to legitimate gov¬ 
ernment interests.” Man¬ 
ning faces 22 charges, in¬ 
cluding aiding the enemy, 
which carries a maximum 
of life behind bars. His trial 
begins March 6. 

The 25-year-old intelli¬ 
gence analyst sought to 
have the charges against 
him thrown out, arguing 
that the military held him 
in unduly punishing pretrial 
conditions after his 2010 ar¬ 
rest. 

Jailers at the Marine Corps 
brig in Quantico, Virginia, 
have testified they consid¬ 
ered Manning a suicide risk 
and that they were only 
trying to keep him from 
hurting himself and others 
by keeping him in a win¬ 
dowless cell for all but one 
hour a day. 

Prosecutors conceded in 
December that Manning 
was improperly held on sui¬ 
cide watch for seven days 
and recommended he get 
seven days' credit at sen¬ 
tencing. 

Prosecutors want the 
judge to bar the defense 
from producing evidence 
at Manning’s trial regard¬ 
ing his motive for allegedly 
leaking hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of secret war logs 
and diplomatic cables. □ 


U.S. consumer debt rises 
on more car, school loans 

MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. consumers took on more debt 
in November to buy cars and attend school, but stayed 
cautious with their credit cards. 

The Federal Reserve said Tuesday that consumers in¬ 
creased their borrowing in November by $16 billion from 
October to a seasonally adjusted record of $2.77 trillion. 
Borrowing that covers autos and student loans increased 
$15.2 billion. A category that measures credit card debt 
rose just $817 million. 

The sharp difference in the borrowing gains illustrates a 
broader trend that began during the Great Recession. 
Four years ago, Americans carried $1.03 trillion in credit 
card debt, an all-time high. In November, that figure was 
16.5 percent lower. 

At the same time, student loan debt has increased dra¬ 
matically. The category that includes auto and student 
loans is 22.8 percent higher than in July 2008. Many Ameri¬ 
cans who have lost jobs have gone back to school to get 
training for new careers. 

The November increase also reflected further gains in 
auto sales, which grew 13.4 percent in 2012 to top 14 mil¬ 
lion units for the first time in five years. The need to replace 
vehicles destroyed by Superstorm Sandy may have also 
contributed to the gain. 

Analysts expect the trends in borrowing to stay the same 
this year. They predict small increases in credit card debt 
and stronger gains in auto and student loans. 

Peter Newland, an economist at Barclays Research, said 
that modest growth and a slight easing in credit standards 
helped boost credit card borrowing slightly last year. 

Paul Edelstein, an economist at Global Insight, said con¬ 
sumers seem willing to take on more debt, but slow wage 
growth and high unemployment should keep many 
household budgets tight. 

The Federal Reserve's borrowing report covers auto loans, 
student loans and credit cards. It excludes mortgages, 
home equity loans and other loans tied to real estate. 
The economy has been showing signs of improvement. 
Consumers boosted their spending in November, helped 
by lower gas prices and solid job growth that carried over 
into December. Employers added 155,000 jobs in Decem¬ 
ber and 161,000 in November. 

Steady hiring may have encouraged consumers to keep 
borrowing and spending, despite tense negotiations to 
resolve the fiscal cliff. 

Still, some analysts expect borrowing and spending may 
have slowed in December as those budget talks in Wash¬ 
ington intensified. Congress and the White House didn't 
reach a deal to avert sharp tax increases until Jan. 1. And 
they delayed tougher decisions about spending cuts for 
another two months. □ 
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Chicago Public Schools faulted on learning disabilities 


MOTOKO RICH 
© 2013 New York Times 

When Rashaan Payne was 
2 years old, his pediatri¬ 
cian noticed that he was 
not talking at the level of 
most children his age. Af¬ 
ter autism was diagnosed, 
Rashaan began receiving 
speech therapy once a 
week at his home on the 
South Side of Chicago, 
paid for by the federal and 
state governments. 

When he turned 3 in Octo¬ 
ber, federal law mandated 
that he leave that program 
and be evaluated for ser¬ 
vices within the Chicago 
Public Schools. But while 
his mother, Treva Thomp¬ 
son, said she has filed pa¬ 
perwork and repeatedly 
called the neighborhood 
school, Rashaan has yet 
to be evaluated. She is 
worried that after making 
progress, her son will lose 
ground. 

“It's like he’s at a pause 
now,” said Thompson, who 
left her factory job pack¬ 
ing ice cream cones to 
stay home and take care 


of Rashaan. “When you’re 
dealing with special-needs 
children, you need to be 
consistent with whatever 
you’re doing. You can’t do 
something and then stop in 
the middle of it.” 

In a complaint filed Mon¬ 
day with the Illinois Board 
of Education, a nonprofit 
advocacy group says that 
thousands of children are 
in Rashaan’s position be¬ 
cause the Chicago Public 
Schools have repeatedly 
failed to evaluate children 
already diagnosed with 
disabilities and move them 
into special education pre¬ 
school programs. 

Under the federal Individu¬ 
als with Disabilities Educa¬ 
tion Act, states must pro¬ 
vide special education 
services to 3- and 4-year- 
olds with disabilities that 
impede their learning even 
before they are officially 
enrolled in school. Usually, 
local school districts place 
children in prekindergarten 
classes or send therapists to 
visit children at home. Un¬ 
der the law, a plan for ser¬ 


vices must be in place by a 
child’s third birthday. 

Amy Zimmerman, direc¬ 
tor of Health and Disability 


Advocates, which filed the 
complaint, said parents 
who apply to have their 
children assessed at local 
schools are often ignored 


or told to wait past that 
deadline. 

“Basically it was any ex¬ 
cuse in the book to turn 


kids away," Zimmerman 
said. ‘'It was probably a 
lack of understanding that 
these kids actually belong 
to them. We talked to a lot 


of special education folks, 
and they didn’t even real¬ 
ize they aren’t allowed to 
say, ‘Come back in three 
months.’" Across the coun¬ 
try, advocates for people 
with disabilities said that 
preschool children receive 
a patchwork of services. In 
New York, private contrac¬ 
tors provide therapy, but 
state auditors found that 
companies have diverted 
government funds to pay 
for rent and landscaping 
for executives, among oth¬ 
er improper uses. 

In some places, the transi¬ 
tion from early intervention 
to preschool special edu¬ 
cation is smooth, but in oth¬ 
ers, said James Wendorf, 
executive director at the 
National Center for Learn¬ 
ing Disabilities, bureaucrat¬ 
ic problems lead to delays. 
“The handoff to schools 
is difficult even under the 
best circumstances,” Wen¬ 
dorf said. “Are they doing 
the best they can? If they 
are doing the best they 
can, their best is not good 
enough.”□ 



Keisha Allen, right, who hopes her son, Isaac Lampley, left, will 
soon be placed in a preschool special education class, in Chi¬ 
cago, Jan. 4, 2013. In a complaint filed on Jan. 7 with the Illinois 
State Board of Education, a nonprofit group said that the Chica¬ 
go Public Schools have repeatedly failed to evaluate children 
diagnosed with disabilities and move them into special educa¬ 
tion preschool programs. 

(Nathan Weber/The New York Times) 


Judge limits ‘stop-and-frisk’ program in the Bronx 


JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN 
© 2013 New York Times 

NEW YORK - A federal judge ruled Tuesday that 
the New York Police Department’s practice of 
stopping people suspected of trespassing out¬ 
side private buildings in the Bronx was uncon¬ 
stitutional. 

The decision appears to be one of the more 
significant federal rulings during the Bloomberg 
administration on the Police Department’s use 
of stop-and-frisk tactics, which the administra¬ 
tion has credited with helping lower crime rates 
in the city. 

The case was narrowly focused on police stops 
in front of the private residential buildings en¬ 
rolled in the Trespass Affidavit Program in the 
Bronx. Under that program, which includes sev¬ 
eral thousand residential buildings, property 
managers have asked the police to seek out 
trespassers and arrest them on sight. 

But Judge Shira A. Scheindlin of U.S. District 
Court in Manhattan ruled Tuesday that the Po¬ 
lice Department was routinely stopping people 


outside such buildings without reasonable sus¬ 
picion that they were trespassing. 

“While it may be difficult to say where, precise¬ 
ly, to draw the line between constitutional and 
unconstitutional police encounters, such a line 
exists, and the NYPD has systematically crossed 
it when making trespass stops outside TAP build¬ 
ings in the Bronx,” Scheindlin ruled. 

“For those of us who do not fear being stopped 
as we approach or leave our own homes or 
those of our friends and families, it is difficult to 
believe that residents of one of our boroughs 
live under such a threat. In light of the evidence 
presented at the hearing, however, I am com¬ 
pelled to conclude that this is the case.” 

The lawsuit, Ligon v. the City of New York, is 
one of three related cases involving stop-and- 
frisk practices before Scheindlin. The broadest 
reaching case accuses the police of stopping 
and frisking hundreds of thousands of people 
a year solely on the basis of race; Scheindlin 
granted that lawsuit class-action status in May. 
The third case challenges police stops at public 


housing projects. 

In the decision released Tuesday, the judge or¬ 
dered the police “to cease performing trespass 
stops” outside the private buildings in the pro¬ 
gram unless officers have reasonable suspicion, 
a legal standard that requires police officers to 
be acting on more than just a hunch. 

The fact that a person was merely seen enter¬ 
ing or leaving a building was not enough to 
permit the police to stop someone, “even if the 
building is located in a high-crime area, and re¬ 
gardless of the time of day,” the judge ruled. 
Nor was it enough for an officer to conduct a 
stop simply because the officer had observed 
the person move furtively, Scheindlin said. (The 
court decision also orders the Police Depart¬ 
ment to create a formal written policy “specify¬ 
ing the limited circumstances in which it is le¬ 
gally permissible to stop a person outside a TAP 
building on a suspicion of trespass," and to re¬ 
vise the training of officers and to alter some of 
the training literature and videos used to teach 
officers how to conduct lawful stops.Q 
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Lawyer: Tunisian suspect in Libya attack set free 


Benghazi, it was impos¬ 
sible to tell without more 
efforts from the Libyans. “If 
there had been a better 
investigation in Benghazi, 
this guy’s role in the whole 
thing would have been a 
lot clearer," he said. “The 
fundamental issue is that 
the Libyans aren’t prioritiz¬ 
ing this." Already back in 


December, U.S. officials 
were lamenting the lack 
of cooperation with the 
governments of the region, 
particularly Libya, in their 
ongoing investigation into 
the attack, saying most of 
the suspects remain free. 
Mounting a coherent in¬ 
vestigation is difficult for 
Libyan government — es¬ 


pecially in Benghazi — 
because authorities rely 
on the militias who fought 
former leader Moammar 
Gadhafi and it is often dif¬ 
ficult to draw clear lines 
between those providing 
security and those causing 
the instability. In Novem¬ 
ber, the official in charge 
of Benghazi security was 
assassinated, and on Sun¬ 
day the Libyan govern¬ 
ment announced that the 
investigator sent to look 
into his death was himself 
kidnapped. “You've had 
a long series of police and 
militia leaders kidnapped 
and killed in Benghazi,” 
noted Lawrence, explain¬ 
ing why neither the Libyans 
nor the U.S. has been able 
to get far in the investiga¬ 
tion. “Benghazi is certainly 
a very bad place to be a 
police officer.” The FBI de¬ 
clined to comment Tues¬ 
day, and the State Depart¬ 
ment referred all questions 
to the FBI. “The president 
has committed that we 
will see justice in this case,” 
State Department spokes¬ 
woman Victoria Nuland 
said. For their part, Libyan 
officials have remained si¬ 
lent on the course of the 
investigation in the ambas¬ 
sador's death, saying only 
that it is ongoingO 


Winter weather punishing Syrian refugees 


DALE GAVLAK 
Associated Press 
ZAATARI, Jordan (AP) — A 

winter storm is magnifying 
the misery for tens of thou¬ 
sands of Syrians fleeing the 
country’s civil war, turn¬ 
ing a refugee camp into 
a muddy swamp where 
howling winds tore down 
tents and exposed the dis¬ 
placed residents to freez¬ 
ing temperatures. 

Some frustrated refugees 
at a camp in Zaatari, where 
about 50,000 are sheltered, 
attacked aid workers with 
sticks and stones after the 
tents collapsed in 35 mph 
(60 kph) winds, said Ghazi 
Sarhan, spokesman for 
the Jordanian charity that 
helps run the camp. Police 
said seven Jordanian work¬ 
ers were injured. 

After three days of rain, 
muddy water engulfed 
tents housing refugees in¬ 


cluding pregnant women 
and infants. Those who 
didn't move out used 
buckets to bail out the 
water; others built walls of 
mud to try to stay dry. 
Conditions in the Zaatari 
camp were “worse than 
living in Syria,” said Fadi Su¬ 
leiman, a 30-year-old refu¬ 
gee. Most of Zaatari’s resi¬ 
dents are children under 
age 18 and women. They 
are some of the more than 
280,000 Syrians who fled to 
Jordan since the uprising 
against President Bashar 
Assad broke out in March 
2011. As the fighting has 
increased in recent weeks, 
the number of displaced 
has risen. 

About a half-million Syrians 
have fled to neighboring 
countries including Turkey 
and Lebanon to escape 
the civil war that has killed 
an estimated 60,000 peo¬ 


ple in nearly two years of 
fighting. Wet and wintry 
weather across the Middle 
East has made conditions 
miserable for refugees in 
those countries as well — 
even flooding two camps 
in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley 
after a river overflowed its 
banks. Several large pools 
of standing water — in¬ 
cluding one nearly the 
size of a football field and 
about 4 inches deep — 
have spread in the Zaatari 
camp. Children clad only 
in plastic sandals waded 
in despite the frigid water. 
An old woman wore plas¬ 
tic bags on her feet as she 
walked to pick up some 
food. 

“Zaatari is sinking,” said 
a refugee who gave his 
name as Abu Bilal from 
the southern Syrian town 
of Dara'a, across the 
border. □ 


B. BEN BOUAZZA 
PAULSCHEMM 
Associated Press 
TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Tuni¬ 
sian authorities released 
one of the only men in 
custody for alleged links to 
September’s attack on the 
U.S. diplomatic mission in 
the Libyan city of Benghazi, 
the latest blow to an inves¬ 
tigation that has limped 
along for months. 

Armed groups assaulted 
the lightly guarded mission 
on Sept. 11 and killed U.S. 
Ambassador Christopher 
Stevens and three other 
Americans, but despite U.S. 
promises there has been 
little news of progress so 
far in bringing the perpe¬ 
trators to justice. Ali Harzi, 
a 26-year-old Tunisian ex¬ 
tradited from Turkey in Oc¬ 
tober, was one of the only 
people actually detained 
over the attack, and at the 
time Tunisian authorities 
said they “strongly suspect¬ 
ed" he was involved. 

On Tuesday, however, his 
lawyer Anwar Oued-Ali 
said the presiding judge 
had “conditionally freed” 
Harzi the night before for 
lack of evidence. He must 
remain in the Tunis area to 


A Libyan woman, Salwa Bugaighis, carries a wreath with a photo of U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens 
on it as she and others gather to pay their respect to the victims of the Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2012 
attack on the U.S. consulate, in Benghazi, Libya. (AP Photo/Mohammad Hannon) 


be available for any fur¬ 
ther questioning. William 
Lawrence, the North Africa 
analyst for the Internation¬ 
al Crisis Group, said while it 
was very possible that Harzi 
might have been involved 
with extremist groups in 
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Wildfires rage across Australia amid searing heat 


Massive fire rips 
through slum in 
Nigeria megacity 

JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — A 

massive fire tore through a 
waterfront slum in Nigeria’s 
megacity of Lagos on Tues¬ 
day, burning down dozens 
of shack workshops and 
homes. When firefighters 
didn’t turn up, locals tried 
in vain to stop the blaze 
with buckets of water. 

The fire hit along the dirty 
shoreline of the Lagos La¬ 
goon, an area full of saw¬ 
mills that process lumber 
floated into the city from 
hundreds of miles (kilome¬ 
ters) away. 

Massive piles of sawdust 
and loose shavings fill the 
area. By Tuesday after¬ 
noon, a thick plume of 
smoke rose from the mills 
over the city’s long Third 
Mainland Bridge, which 
links the metropolis to its is¬ 
lands. 

Hours later after the sunset 
set, the fire still raged in the 
neighborhood. Silhouettes 
of residents could be seen, 
trying to toss water onto 
the massive flames, which 
stood stories high. The rest 
of the neighborhood re¬ 
mained in the dark, with 
little points of lights from 
flashlights dancing across 
the blackness. 

It was unclear if anyone 
was injured in the inferno. 
Officials with Lagos state 
emergency services could 
not be reached for com¬ 
ment into Tuesday night. 
There were no firefight¬ 
ers, trucks or emergency 
equipment seen in the 
neighborhood, which can 
be difficult to reach and 
dangerous for outsiders. 
Emergency services often 
lack equipment, manpow¬ 
er and competent staff in 
Nigeria, a nation of more 
than 160 million people 
whose economy is fueled 
largely by crude oilO 


ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
COOMA, Australia (AP) — 

Firefighters battled scores 
of wildfires Tuesday in 
southeastern Australia as 
authorities evacuated na¬ 
tional parks and warned 
that hot, dry and windy 
conditions were combin¬ 
ing to raise the threat to its 
highest alert level. 
Temperatures soared to 45 
degrees Celsius (113 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit) in some 
areas. 

No deaths have been re¬ 
ported, although officials in 
Tasmania were still trying to 
find about 100 people who 
have been missing since 
last week when a fire tore 
through the small town of 
Dunalley, east of the state 
capital of Hobart, destroy¬ 
ing around 90 homes. On 
Tuesday, police found no 
bodies during preliminary 
checks of the ruined hous¬ 
es. 

“You don't get condi¬ 
tions worse than this,” New 
South Wales Rural Fire Ser¬ 
vice Commissioner Shane 
Fitzsimmons said. “We are 
at the catastrophic level 
and clearly in those areas 
leaving early is your safest 
option.” 

Catastrophic threat level is 
the most severe rating. 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Qatar an¬ 
nounced Tuesday it was 
doubling its financial aid to 
the Egyptian government 
with a new injection of $2.5 
billion, underlining its role 
in propping up Cairo’s for¬ 
eign currency reserves and 
highlighting its strong ties 
with the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood leadership. 

The help from Qatar has 
been crucial to the gov¬ 
ernment of President Mo- 


Wildfires are common dur¬ 
ing the Australian summer. 
The combination of soar¬ 
ing temperatures and dry, 
windy conditions since 
Friday have sparked fires 
that burned 20,000 hect¬ 
ares (50,000 acres) of for¬ 
ests and farmland across 
southern Tasmania. 

In New South Wales, Aus¬ 
tralia’s most populous 


state, the fires scorched 
more than 30,000 hectares 
(74,000 acres). All state 
forests and national parks 
were closed as a precau¬ 
tion and total fire bans 
were in place. 

In Victoria state, where 


hammed Morsi, who hails 
from the Brotherhood. Qa¬ 
tar has assisted Egypt with 
$2.5 billion in deposits since 
August, after Morsi won in 
the country’s first free presi¬ 
dential election. 

Qatari Prime Minister Sheik 
Hamad Bin Jassem Al Thani 
said his nation will loan Cai¬ 
ro an additional $2 billion 
and transfer another $500 
million outright grant, bring¬ 
ing its total assistance to $5 
billion. The aid comes as 
Egypt faces an economic 


fires in February 2009 killed 
173 people and destroyed 
more than 2,000 homes, 
officials said two people 
were treated for minor 
burns and four were treat¬ 
ed for smoke inhalation. 

Up to 20 properties in the 
town of Chepstowe west 
of Melbourne reportedly 
were hit by a fire, although 
it was too early to know 


the extent of the damage, 
a Victoria Country Fire Au¬ 
thority spokeswoman said. 
More than 130 fires were 
blazing across New South 
Wales, though only a few 
dozen houses were threat¬ 
ened as night fell. One 


crisis. Egypt's economy has 
been in a slide since the fall 
of Hosni Mubarak two years 
ago. The unrest has scared 
away foreign investors and 
crippled the vital tourism 
industry, both key foreign 
currency earners for Egypt. 
Street protests and clashes 
over a contentious con¬ 
stitution last month further 
alarmed residents, who 
hurried to exchange their 
Egyptian pounds for U.S. 
dollars. The rush prompted 
Egypt's central bank to in- 


home was destroyed in the 
village of Jugiong, north¬ 
west of the capital of Can¬ 
berra, fire officials said. 

A fire was burning near 
about 30 homes near the 
small town of Cooma, 
south of Canberra. Coo- 
ma-Monaro shire Mayor 
Dean Lynch told Austra¬ 
lia’s Sky News some resi¬ 
dents had evacuated to 
the nearby town of Nimmi- 
tabel. Wind gusts of more 
than 100 kilometers an hour 
(62 mph) were recorded 
in some parts of the state, 
although a cool front mov¬ 
ing across the region late 
Tuesday brought some re¬ 
lief and raised hopes that 
New South Wales might 
avoid major damage. 

“If we get through today 
without loss of life and loss 
of property, we’ll have had 
a remarkable escape from 
what could have been," 
New South Wales Premier 
Barry O'Farrell told the Sev¬ 
en Network. Many residents 
in the town of Tarcutta, 
about 200 kilometers (120 
miles) west of Canberra, 
took shelter at a commu¬ 
nity center. Eva Toth, own¬ 
er of the Tarcutta Halfway 
Motor Inn, opted instead 
to hunker down inside the 
office for a sleepless night 
next to her motel. □ 


troduce a new auction sys¬ 
tem for banks buying and 
selling U.S. dollars that insid¬ 
ers said is a type of “con¬ 
trolled devaluation” of the 
Egyptian pound, which has 
lost around five percent of 
its value to the dollar in the 
past two weeks. 

Foreign currency reserves 
long used to prop up the 
currency have fallen by 
more than 50 percent 
since before the upris¬ 
ing and now stand at $15 
billionO 


Qatar to aid Egypt with extra $2.5 billion 



A wildfire near Deans Gap, Australia, crosses the Princes 
Highway Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013. Firefighters are battling scores 
of wildfires in southeastern Australia as authorities evacuate 
national parks and warned that hot, dry and windy conditions 
were combining to raise the threat to its highest alert level. 

(AP Photo/James Morris) 
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Tel: 583-5669 

www.aquawindies.com 


SCUBA DIVING 


Cafe 


Lunch Special for the Week 


14 Day Beginner Course 
1 and 2 Tank Dives 
Certification Courses 
Private Snorkel Tours 




* Monday 12th : Chicken Lasagna 

* Tuesday 13th : Pork Chop 

* Wednesday 14th: Steak and Ribs 

* Thursday 15th : Chicken in Mushroom-sauce 

* Friday 16th : Fish or Chicken Alfredo 

* Saturday 17th : Bami Goreng 
All our dishes come with your choice offries, rice or potatoes and fresh veggies l 
D elivery possible with the minimum order of Afl. 50,- 

* Every Friday Happy Hour from 04.00pm till 06.00pm 
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5 Americans among 7 dead 
in Peru cargo chopper crash 


Mexico City: 

Fatal dog maulings open debate 


FRANK BAJAK 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Investi¬ 
gators picked through the 
wreckage Tuesday of a 
heavily loaded U.S.-owned 
cargo helicopter that 
crashed in the Peruvian 
jungle shortly after takeoff, 
killing its five American and 
two Peruvian crew mem¬ 
bers. 

The tandem-rotor Chinook 
BH-234 chopper, owned by 
Columbia Helicopters, Inc. 
of the Portland suburb of 
Aurora, Oregon, crashed 
Monday near from the pro¬ 
vincial capital of Pucallpa. 
It was under contract for 
petroleum exploration 
support and en route to a 
drilling location in northern 
Peru, said Todd Peterson, 
the company's vice presi¬ 
dent of marketing. 
Witnesses quoted in lo¬ 
cal media reports said it 
lost control and spewed 
smoke before crashing. 
The Pucallpa airport con¬ 
trol tower had its last con¬ 
tact with the aircraft at 
3:03 p.m., five minutes af¬ 
ter takeoff, Peru’s civil avi¬ 
ation authority reported, 
and controllers saw “a big 
cloud of smoke" four miles 
northeast of the airport. 

A local police command¬ 
er, Miguel Cardoso, told 
The Associated Press that 
three bodies were recov¬ 
ered Monday and three 
more on Tuesday, inside 
the chopper's charred 
wreckage. He said the 
three taken to the morgue 
Monday apparently had 
jumped from the chopper, 
as witnesses reported. 
“They have different 
trauma. It appears they 
jumped out of the helicop¬ 
ter out of desperation, be¬ 
cause they have multiple 
fractures,” Cardoso said 
by phone. The five dead 
Americans, all but one 
U.S.-based, were identi¬ 


fied by their employer as 
Dann Immel, command 
pilot, of Gig Harbor, Wash¬ 
ington, Edwin Cordova, 
maintenance crew chief, 
of Melbourne, Florida, Jai¬ 
me Pickett, mechanic, of 
Clarksville, Tennessee, Dar¬ 
rel Birkes, senior load man¬ 
ager, an Oregonian living 
in Peru, and Leon Bradford, 
a load manager from San- 
taquin, Utah. The two Pe¬ 
ruvians were co-pilot Igor 
Castillo and mechanic Luis 
Ramos, the company said 
in a release. 

Company officials said 
they had no immediate 
information on what might 
have caused the crash. 
Peterson said a senior 
management team was 
headed to Peru to assist lo¬ 
cal authorities in the inves¬ 
tigation. He denied reports 
in local media suggesting 
the aircraft might have 
been overloaded. 

“I can say categorically 
that the aircraft was not 
overloaded,” Peterson 
said. He said the load list 
was destroyed in the crash 
but company officials had 
a good idea of what was 
on board and believe the 
Chinook, combined with 
its load, weighed about 
47,000 pounds. That would 
be 4,000 pounds less than 
its maximum gross limit. The 
helicopter weighs 21,000 
pounds empty, Peterson 
said. The aircraft’s cargo 
Monday included an ex¬ 
ternal load of rigging, at¬ 
tached on a platform that 
hung beneath it on cables, 
“a very standard opera¬ 
tion,” said Peterson 
The helicopter was con¬ 
tracted by Canada-based 
Talisman Energy Inc. 

A spokeswoman for Talis¬ 
man, Veronica Bonifaz, 
said the chopper was not 
transporting cargo or per¬ 
sonnel for it at the time of 
the crash. □ 


A. GOMEZ LICON 
M. WEISSENSTEIN 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

fatal mauling of four peo¬ 
ple by feral dogs in a Mexi¬ 
co City park set off debate 
Tuesday about the city’s 
love/hate relationship with 
its dog population, and 
the guilt or innocence of 


would be encouraged to 
take advantage of free 
sterilization for their pets. 
Animal advocates called 
for Mexico City residents to 
rethink a pet-owning cul¬ 
ture that often treats dogs 
as disposable, saying the 
police failed to enforce a 
ban on sales of puppies 



A policeman practices lassoing in anticipation of roping a stray 
dog, as he and fellow officers search for strays in a park on the 
hilltop borough of Iztapalapa in southeast Mexico City. Tuesday, 
Jan. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo) 


25 animals trapped near 
the scene of the nightmar¬ 
ish killings. Mexico City’s 
mayor said the govern¬ 
ment would launch a new 
program to spay and neu¬ 
ter the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of dogs who wander 
the city, sending 25 mobile 
surgical units to neighbor¬ 
hoods where residents 


and kittens in the streets. 
Police photos of the for¬ 
lorn, skinny strays captured 
in the wooded, hilltop park 
where a woman, her baby 
and a teenage couple 
were killed in two sepa¬ 
rate incidents set off an 
online campaign protest¬ 
ing their innocence and 
calling for authorities not 


to euthanize them. Many 
people re-posted the im¬ 
ages of the dogs, a collec¬ 
tion of small- to medium- 
size strays of various types, 
staring sadly from behind 
bars at an animal shelter in 
the lower-income borough 
of Iztapalapa in southeast 
Mexico City. The hashtag 
for the campaign became 
the top trending topic on 
Twitter in Mexico by mid¬ 
day Tuesday, forcing a 
public response from May¬ 
or Miguel Angel Mancera, 
who called for animal- 
rights groups to help study 
the guilt or innocence 
of the 25 dogs, and the 
broader effort to reduce 
the number of street dogs 
in Mexico City. “We're not 
taking any decision. The 
dogs are in a shelter and 
we have to check on the 
health,” he told reporters 
after a midday press con¬ 
ference. Antemio Maya, 
president of the Street Dog 
Protection association, 
said there are no reliable 
figures for the number of 
street dogs in Mexico City, 
and many of the animals 
are pets released to wan¬ 
der the streets during the 
day, then return home 
when their owners come 
back from work. □ 


Venezuela: 

Italian experts to help in plane search 


LOS ROQUES, Venezuela 
(AP) — Italy is sending a 
specialized team to Ven¬ 
ezuela to help search for 
a small plane that disap¬ 
peared last week off a 
string of Caribbean islands 
while carrying the CEO of 
the Italian fashion firm Mis¬ 
soni. Among the four Ital¬ 
ian tourists on the flight that 
never made it from the re¬ 
sort islands of Los Roques 
to Caracas on Jan. 4 is 
Vittorio Missoni, CEO of his 


family’s fashion company. 
Italian Foreign Ministry of¬ 
ficials said Tuesday that 
the Civil Protection team 
will leave Wednesday to 
lend assistance. They also 
said Foreign Minister Giulio 
Terzi has praised Venezu¬ 
ela’s “massive effort” in the 
search operations. 

In Los Roques on Tuesday, 
search teams set out in pa¬ 
trol boats for their fifth day, 
carrying teams of divers. 
The Italian team that will 


travel to Venezuela in¬ 
cludes a naval expert, two 
fire department search- 
and-rescue experts and a 
member of Italy’s national 
flight safety agency. 

The Venezuelan govern¬ 
ment says that nearly 400 
people have been in¬ 
volved in the search so far, 
using planes, helicopters 
and Coast Guard ships. 

The islands are popular for 
scuba diving, white beach¬ 
es and coral reefs. □ 












































The 1920 painting “Le Jardin,” 
or The Garden, was taken 
from the Museum of Modern 
Art in Stockholm during a 
robbery on May 11, 1987, 
and has been found by an art 
recovery specialist in London. 

(AP Photo/Jeremy Young) 

Matisse art 
stolen in ‘87 
found in UK 

JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A Henri 
Matisse painting stolen in 
1987 from a Swedish mu¬ 
seum by a thief wielding a 
sledgehammer has been 
recovered, an art specialist 
and a dealer said Tuesday. 
The Art Loss Register, which 
tracks stolen, missing and 
looted art, says “Le Jardin” 
was found when a British 
dealer checked the pic¬ 
ture against the group's 
database before selling it. 
Dealer Charles Roberts, 
who runs Charles Fine Art in 
southern England, said he 
was shocked to discover 
the painting was stolen. 
“It’s not something that 
happens every day,” Rob¬ 
erts said. 

“I’m glad I found out now 
rather than later." 

Roberts said the current 
Polish owner, whom he 
did not name, had bought 
the Impressionist artwork in 
good faith 20 years ago. 
Christopher Marinello, a 
lawyer working with the 
London-based Art Loss 
Register, said the 1920 
painting, valued at about 
$1 million, would be re¬ 
turned to Stockholm’s 
Moderna Museet. It was 
snatched from the gallery 
during a nighttime raid in 
May 1987. 

The museum’s director, 
Daniel Birnbaum, said it 
was “extremely gratifying 
that the painting has sur¬ 
faced after so long.” 

“We are reassured that the 
painting appears to be in 
good condition and look 
forward to having some¬ 
one from the museum staff 
look at it," he said. □ 
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Fukushima cleanup work haphazard at best 


HIROKO TABUCHI 
© 2013 New York Times 
NARAHA, Japan - The de¬ 
contamination crews at 
a deserted elementary 
school here are at the 
forefront of what Japan 
says is the most ambitious 
radiological cleanup the 
world has seen, one that 
promised to draw on cut- 
ting-edge technology from 
across the globe. 

But much of the work at 
the Naraha-Minami El¬ 
ementary School, about 
12 miles from the ravaged 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant, tells anoth¬ 
er story. For eight hours a 


day, construction workers 
blast buildings with water, 
cut grass, and shovel dirt 
and foliage into big black 
plastic bags - which, with 
nowhere to go, dot Nara- 
ha’s landscape like funeral 
mounds. 

More than a year and a 
half since the nuclear cri¬ 
sis, much of Japan's post- 
Fukushima cleanup re¬ 
mains primitive, slapdash 
and bereft of the cleanup 
methods lauded by gov¬ 
ernment scientists as effec¬ 
tive in removing harmful ra¬ 
dioactive cesium from the 
environment. 

Local businesses that re¬ 
sponded to a govern¬ 
ment call to research and 
develop decontamina¬ 
tion methods have found 
themselves largely left 
out. American and other 


foreign companies with 
proven expertise in envi¬ 
ronmental remediation, 
invited to Japan in June 
to show off their technolo¬ 
gies, have similarly found 
little scope to participate. 
Recent reports in the local 
media of cleanup crews 
dumping contaminated 
soil and leaves into rivers 
has focused attention on 
the sloppiness of the clean¬ 
up. 

“What’s happening on the 
ground is a disgrace,” said 
Akifumi Shiga, chief execu¬ 
tive of Shiga Toso, a refur¬ 
bishing company based in 
Iwaki, Fukushima. The com¬ 


pany developed a more 
effective and safer way to 
remove cesium from con¬ 
crete without using water, 
which could repollute the 
environment. “We’ve been 
ready to help for ages, but 
they say they’ve got their 
own way of cleaning up,” 
he said. Shiga Toso’s tech¬ 
nology was tested and 
identified by government 
scientists as “fit to deploy 
immediately,” but it has 
been used only at two 
small locations, including 
a concrete drain at the 
Naraha-Minami school. 
Instead, both the central 
and local governments 
have handed over much 
of the 1 trillion-yen decon¬ 
tamination effort to Ja¬ 
pan's largest construction 
companies. The politically 
connected companies 


have little radiological 
cleanup expertise, and 
critics say they have cut 
corners to employ primitive 
- even potentially hazard¬ 
ous - techniques. 

After some recent bad 
press, the central gov¬ 
ernment has promised to 
step up checks of the de¬ 
contamination work. “We 
will not betray the trust of 
the local communities,” 
Shinji Inoue, the environ¬ 
ment vice minister, said 
Monday. There had been 
high hopes about the 
government's disaster re¬ 
construction plan. It was 
announced four months 


after the March 2011 disas¬ 
ter, and officials declared 
that Japan would draw on 
the most advanced de¬ 
contamination know-how 
possible. But confusion 
over who would conduct 
and pay for the cleanup 
slowed the government re¬ 
sponse. It took nine months 
for the central government 
to decide that it would 
take charge of decontam¬ 
ination work in 11 of the 


heaviest-contaminated 
towns and cities in Fuku¬ 
shima leaving the rest for 
local governments. 

In October, the state- 
backed research organiza¬ 
tion, the Japan Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency, announced 
that it was soliciting new 
decontamination technol¬ 
ogy from across the coun¬ 
try. By early November, the 
agency had identified 25 
technologies that its own 
tests showed removed 
harmful cesium from the 
environment. 

A new system to trap, filter 
and recycle contaminat¬ 
ed runoff, developed by 
the local machinery maker 
Fukushima Komatsu Forklift, 
was one of technologies. 
But since then, the compa¬ 
ny has not been called on 
to participate in the state- 
led cleanup. 

“For the big general con¬ 
tractors, it’s all about the 
bottom line," said Masao 
Sakai, an executive at the 
company. “New technol¬ 
ogy is available to prevent 
harmful runoff, but they 
stick to the same old meth¬ 
ods.” 

The Japanese govern¬ 
ment also made an initial 
effort to contact foreign 
companies for decontami¬ 
nation support. It invited 
32 companies from the 
United States that special¬ 
ize in remediation tech¬ 
nologies like strip-painting 
and waste minimization, 
to show off their exper¬ 
tise to Japanese govern¬ 
ment officials, experts and 
companies involved in the 
cleanup. 

Opinions on the trip's ef¬ 
fectiveness vary among 
participants, but in the 
six months since, not a 
single foreign company 
has been employed in Ja¬ 
pan’s cleanup, according 
to the trip’s participants 
and Japan’s Environment 
MinistryO 
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Bags of contaminated soil outside of Naraha-Minami Elementary School, which was contaminated 
by the 2011 nuclear plant disaster, in Naraha, Japan. Governments in Japan have given contractors 
the task of removing radioactive cesium from the environment instead of using companies with 
expertise in environmental cleanup. (Ko Sasaki/The New York Times) 
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The Morning Cruise the Different Island Cruise 

2 hours + refreshments. Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 

* Experience an Xciting, Xhilarating on of a kind Cruise!! and 
you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 
per couple for the afternoon cruise 



The Afternoon Cruise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 

* We take you to the northern tip of Aruba, where the waves are high 

* The Worlds nr 2 Beach and other Beaches 

* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 
staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 



Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 

OCEANXARUBA@HOTMAIL.COM 

A great time for the whole family 


Unemployment creating deeper class divisions in Europe 


DON MELVIN 
RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Record 
unemployment and fray¬ 
ing social welfare systems 
in southern Europe risk cre¬ 
ating a new divide in the 
continent, the EU warned 
Tuesday, when figures 
showed joblessness across 
the 17 EU countries that use 
the euro hit a new high. 
Eurozone unemployment 
rose to 11.8 percent in 
November, the highest 
since the euro currency 
was founded in 1999, ac¬ 
cording to the statistical 
agency Eurostat. The rate 
was up from 11.7 percent 
in October and 10.6 per¬ 
cent a year earlier. In the 
wider 27-nation European 
Union, the world’s largest 
economic bloc with 500 
million people, unemploy¬ 
ment broke the 26 million 
mark for the first time. But 
the trend is not uniform. Un¬ 
employment is increasing 
mainly in those countries, 
mostly in southern Europe, 
where market concerns 


MADRID (AP) — More than 
300 directors of some 140 
health centers in Madrid 
resigned from their posts 
Tuesday to protest plans to 
partly privatize the region’s 
public health service. 

The regional government 
of the Spanish capital 
plans to outsource the 
management of six of 20 
large public hospitals in its 
territory and 27 of a total 
of 270 health centers. It ar¬ 
gues it must do so to fix the 
region’s finances and se¬ 
cure health services. 

On Monday, thousands of 
medical workers marched 
through Madrid to protest 
the plans and other bud¬ 
get cuts. 

Health care and educa¬ 
tion are currently adminis- 


over excessive public debt 
have pushed governments 
to make the toughest sav¬ 
ings, pushing the econo¬ 
mies into recession. States 
have raised taxes and 
slashed spending — includ¬ 
ing by cutting wages and 


pensions, measures that hit 
the labor force in the pock¬ 
et and reduce demand in 
the economy. Laszlo An- 
dor, the EU’s Employment 
Commissioner, warned the 
uneven impact of fhe cri¬ 
sis could create a rift. “A 


tered by Spain's 17 semi- 
autonomous regions rather 
than the central govern¬ 
ment. Most of the regions, 
however, are struggling 
financially with high debt 
and an economic reces¬ 
sion. Hit badly by a real 
estate crash in 2008, the 
national unemployment 
rate has soared above 26 
percent. 

Meanwhile, the Spanish 
Treasury said it planned to 
borrow €230 billion ($300 
billion) in 2013— down from 
€250 billion last year — and 
expects to pay lower inter¬ 
est rates than those that 
battered the country in 
2012. Spain's borrowing 
costs have dropped sharp¬ 
ly from unsustainable highs 
last year after the Europe- 


new divide is emerging be¬ 
tween countries that seem 
trapped in a downward 
spiral of falling output, 
fast rising unemployment 
and eroding disposable 
incomes and those that 
have so far shown good or 


at least some resilience,” 
said a statement from An- 
dor's office. Last year “has 
been another very bad 
year for Europe in terms of 
unemployment and the 
deteriorating social situa¬ 
tion," said Andor. “It is un¬ 


an Central Bank pledged 
to help countries such as 
Spain by buying up their 
short-term bonds. 

The interest rate on Spain’s 
10-year bond — an indica¬ 
tor of investor appetite — 


likely that Europe will see 
much socio-economic im¬ 
provement in 2013.” 

The single biggest increase 
in unemployment over 
the past year took place 
in Greece, where jobless¬ 
ness soared to 26 percent 
in September, up 7.1 per¬ 
centage points over Sep¬ 
tember 201 l’s 18.9 per¬ 
cent. The highest overall 
rate in the EU was in Spain, 
where 26.6 percent of the 
workforce was jobless in 
November, up 3.6 percent¬ 
age points over last year. 
By contrast, Austria posted 
the lowest unemployment 
rate in the EU, at 4.5 per¬ 
cent. The rate in Luxem¬ 
bourg was 5.1 percent, 
and the rate in Germany 
was 5.4 percent. 

Beyond Europe, unemploy¬ 
ment in the U.S. has been 
edging down this year and 
was at 7.8 percent as of 
November. In Japan it was 
only 4.1 percent. 

“It is clear that the eco¬ 
nomic implosion of several 
(EU) member states contin¬ 
ues at a troubling pace,” 


hit a high of 7.54 percent 
in July but is now trading at 
5.05 percent. 

The Treasury said net bor¬ 
rowing, after existing loans 
are refinanced, would be 
€71 billion.Q 


said Graeme Leach, chief 
economist at the London- 
based Institute of Directors. 
He said the stark statistics 
were “compounded by 
the political and human 
impact of terrifying levels 
of youth unemployment in 
Spain, Greece and Italy.” 
The problem of joblessness 
is made worse by the fact 
that southern EU nations 
are increasingly chipping 
away at their social safety 
system to make do. 

“Most national welfare 
systems have lost much 
of their ability to pro¬ 
tect household incomes 
against the effects of the 
crisis,” said Andor. 

The figures illustrate the 
daunting tasks confront¬ 
ing the European Union. 
While the threat of a col¬ 
lapse of the eurozone due 
to too much government 
debt may have receded, 
the national economies 
— many of which are in 
recession — will struggle to 
recover as long as jobless¬ 
ness continues to rise, cre¬ 
ating poverty and fueling 
social discontent. 

Beyond savings cuts, gov¬ 
ernments have also made 
reforms — particularly of la¬ 
bor practices and educa¬ 
tion — to promote employ¬ 
ment. But they take time, 
both to enact and to feed 
through an economy. 

As unemployment across 
the eurozone continues 
to rise, many analysts are 
concerned whether the 
political will to continue to 
cut budgets can be sus¬ 
tained. “We expect the 
unemployment rate at the 
eurozone level to continue 
to rise from 11.8 percent 
in the latest figures to 12.5 
percent by early 2014, as 
eurozone businesses and 
households remain wary, 
and governments contin¬ 
ue to cut back," said Tom 
Rogers of Ernsf & Young Eu¬ 
rozone Forecast. Q 


Madrid health center directors quit en masse 



Health workers protest against the austerity measures, outside a 
hospital in Pamplona, northern Spain, on Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Alvaro Barrientos) 



A woman looks for food in a garbage container outside a 
supermarket, in Madrid, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Daniel Ochoa de Olza) 









































Divi IMPACT donates 26 Baskets to the Aruban Community 





ORANJESTAD - The volun¬ 
teers of the Divi IMPACT dis¬ 
tributed their 26 Baskets to¬ 
gether with hams and tur¬ 
keys to 26 families in need 
over the holiday season. 

All the names of the fami¬ 
lies were given fo the Divi 
IMPACT Foundation by 
Fundashon pa Nos Com- 
munidad. 

Divi IMPACT is proud to 
have been able to help 
out the families thanks to 
the donations of all the Divi 
Employees! 

Giving to the community is 
the most wonderful thing to 
be able to do and thanks 
to you, we were able to do 
so. 

Thank you from the bottom 
of our heartsQ 
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FOR THE ORIGINAL SUSHI HERE IN ARURA 

/J MOUSE OF JAPAN 

THE BEST SUSHI PLACE 


All LOCATED AT THE SOUTH BEACH CENTRE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm -1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 


Aruba says “Masha Danki” to loyal annual visitors! 
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EAGLE BEACH - Recently dents of Pennsauken, New 
Arnold and Arleen Schoen- Jersey, were honored by 
berger, residents of Kings the Aruba Tourism Authority 
Park, New York, and Harry as Goodwill Ambassadors, 
and Harriet Meyers, resi- The symbolic honorary title 




Cuncus Venezuela 
This is her second 
visit to the island. 
She loves Anita's 
Beadies, 



is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
between 10-and-20 years 
consecutive. 

All of the honorees are 
members of Playa Linda 
Beach Resort and have 
been enjoying the Island 
every year that they visit. 
Darline S. de Cuba, rep¬ 
resenting Aruba Tourism 


Authority, together with 
Yvette Tromp, representing 
Concierge and Wedding 
Coordinator, conducted 
the ceremony at Playa Lin¬ 
da Beach Resort. 

The main reason they re¬ 
turn to Aruba is because 
they consider Aruba to be 
the Happy Island, and they 
love the great weather, 
white sand beaches and 
the local food. □ 
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Works of mosaic artist Omaira Silva on exhibition 


PALM BEACH - The Carib¬ 
bean Queen at the Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall has been 
honoring one local female 
artist who lives and cre¬ 
ates here, every month. 
The Caribbean Queen 
program was launched 
since the store opened in 
late 2011. For the month of 
January 2013, local mosaic 
artist Omaira Silva is Carib¬ 
bean Queen, prominently 
displaying her beautiful 
and bold artwork in the 
store. 



Born and raised on the is¬ 
land of Aruba, Omaira 
spreads happiness by 
creating art. She is a self- 
taught artist with a passion 
for Mosaic, the art of creat¬ 
ing images with an assem¬ 
blage of small pieces of 
colored glass, stone, mirror 
and other materials. 

The technique belong to 
decorative art which is an 
aspect of interior decora¬ 
tion, Omaira explains, but 


the craft requires more 
than just design capabili¬ 
ties, it requires patience, 
and dexterity, a good tech¬ 
nical sense, and most of all 
an artistic eye for color and 
shape combinations. 

Omaira first discovered the 
art of Mosaic when she 
lived in Mallorca, in the 
Balearic Islands of Spain, 
where she saw some of the 
best examples of later Is¬ 
lamic mosaics produced in 



Moorish Spain made by lo¬ 
cal craftsman almost 1,000 
years ago. That triggered 
it. She was in love with the 
process and once back on 
the island in 2004, she start¬ 
ed perfecting her craft, be¬ 
coming an established art¬ 
ist first and later a teacher. 

Omaira inherited her sense 
of color from her Dutch/ 
French father who was 
born in Surinam and her 
Venezuela-born mother. 



who hails from the coastal 
area of Mariquitar. She 
grew up speaking Dutch 
and Spanish, with the Pa- 
piamento mixed in with 
the English, later marrying 
James Rafael (a.k.a. Den¬ 
nis) Silva in 1978, a native of 
Trinidad & Tobago. 

All of these exotic influenc¬ 
es, she explains, are clearly 
visible in her arf, in the use 
of mixed media, and in her 
keen photographic eye. 


She initially snaps pictures 
for inspiration, and later 
creates the artwork finding 
a balance between reality 
and fantasy, which co-ex¬ 
ist in her work. 

Proud of her kids and 
grandchildren, Omaira 
is now also working on a 
handbook, designed to 
teach them the secrets of 
her craft. She recently de¬ 
livered a giant glass and 
mirror Mosaic iguana to 
the Reina Beatrix Airport, 
as a permanent display- 
piece in the sculpture gar¬ 
den. 

But I mostly create for fam¬ 
ily members and friends, 
fo present them with gifts 
and receive happiness 
and love in return, she con¬ 
cludes. 

Enjoy Omaira's work 
throughout the month of 
January at Caribbean 
Queen, Palm Beach Plaza 
MallO 
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In 2013: 

The Shops At Alhambra continues with its Weekly Shopping Night! 



PUNTA BRABO: The Shops at Alhambra is kick- 
starting 2013 with its weekly shopping night this 
Wednesday, January 9th. Aruba in general and 
our visitors can enjoy nighttime shopping while 
taking advantage of the many discounts and 
gifts we have to offer. Receive 2 free cook¬ 
ies with purchase of a foot-long sandwich, or 
6 piece crazy bread with purchase of a large 
pizza, or 2 free donuts with purchase of latte, 
cappuccino or espresso. The Market also has 


special pricing on the delicious roast chicken 
and ribs. Get your 10% discount at Aruba Mem¬ 
ories and Daher & Co. Receive a free gift with 
purchase of selected items at the Divi Logo 
Shop, Lazy Lizard, Aruba Aloe and R-Glass. De¬ 
light your eyes with the great variety of jewelry 
at Diamonds International. 

You will not regret trying the 3-course dinner for 
the fabulous price of $25 at Ginger, which also 
has the best sushi on the island! It’s happy hour 


at Fusion from 7-9pm. It’s BOGO on Granizado 
at Juan Valdez, where you can also delight in 
the most delicious coffee. Stay stress-free at In¬ 
termezzo, offering a free chair massage from 
6-9pm. After shopping you and your family can 
sit and enjoy light music by the master of steel 
pan Nick Connor. 

Bring family and friends to The Shops At Alham¬ 
bra this Wednesday, January 9th, starting from 
6pm until lOpmlQ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

Vs a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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Pittsburgh Penguins goalie 
Marc-Andre Fleury takes a 
break during an informal 


workout with a dozen of the 
NHL hockey team’s players 
in Pittsburgh Monday, Jan. 7, 


2013. 


Associated Press 


NHL owners 

to vote on 
contract 
Wednesday 

IRA PODELL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — NHL 

owners will vote Wednes¬ 
day on the tentative labor 
agreement reached with 
the players’ union. 

If a majority approves, as 
expected, the NHL will 
move one step closer to¬ 
ward the official end of the 
long lockout that began 
Sept. 16. 

As of Tuesday afternoon, 
a memorandum of under¬ 
standing of the deal hadn’t 
been completed, so the 
union has yet to schedule 
a vote for its more than 
700 members. A majority of 
players also must approve 
the deal for hockey to re¬ 
turn to the ice. 

“We continue to docu¬ 
ment the agreement,” NHL 
deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly told The Associated 
Press in an email Tuesday. 

If there are no snags, rati¬ 
fication could be finished 
by Saturday and training 
camps can open Sunday 
if approval is reached on 
both sides. 

Continued on Page 18 
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Bucks GM: Skiles 
coach, Boyles to 



This Dec. 30, 2012 file photo shows Milwaukee Bucks coach 
Scott Skiles during a timeout in the fourth quarter of a 96-94 loss 
to the Detroit Pistons in an NBA basketball game in Auburn Hills, 
Mich. Skiles is out as Bucks head coach and the team says 
assistant Jim Boylan will take over for the rest of the season. 
Bucks general manager John Hammond made it official 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 


A 48-game regular season 
would then be expected 
to begin on Jan. 19. 

“(We) don't need a signed 
document to complete 
ratification process,” Daly 
wrote, “but we do need a 
signed agreement to open 
camps. The goal is to get 
that done by Saturday so 
that we can open camps 
on Sunday." 

The NHL has yet to release 
a new schedule. The regu¬ 
lar season was supposed 
to begin on Oct. 11. 

The deal was reached Sun¬ 
day on the 113th day of 
the lockout and seemingly 
saved the season that was 
delayed for three months 
and cut nearly in half. It 
took a 16-hour final bar¬ 
gaining session in a New 
York hotel for the agree¬ 
ment to finally be complet¬ 
ed at about 5 a.m. 

The lockout led to the can¬ 
cellation of at least 480 
games. That brings the to¬ 
tal of lost regular-season 
games to a minimum 2,178 
during three lockouts un¬ 
der Commissioner Gary 
Bettman. 

The damage is significant. 
Perhaps $1 billion in reve¬ 


nue could be lost this sea¬ 
son, given about 40 per¬ 
cent of the regular-season 
schedule won’t be played. 
Players will also lose a large 
part of their salaries, not to 
mention time lost in their 
careers. 

Hockey’s first labor dispute 
was an 11 -day strike in 1992 
that led to the postpone¬ 
ment of 30 games. Bettman 
became the commissioner 
in February 1993. He presid¬ 
ed over a 103-day lockout 
in 1994-95 that ended with 
a deal on Jan. 11, then a 
301-day lockout in 2004- 
OS that made the NHL the 
only major North American 
professional sports league 
to lose an entire season. 
The NHL obtained a salary 
cap in the agreement that 
followed that dispute and 
now wanted more gains. 
The NHL's revenue of $3.3 
billion last season lagged 
well behind the NFL ($9 bil¬ 
lion), Major League Base¬ 
ball ($7.5 billion) and the 
NBA ($5 billion), and the 
deal will lower the hockey 
players’ percentage from 
57 to 50 — owners originally 
had proposed 46 percent. 
This was the third lock¬ 
out among the major 
U.S. sports in a period of just 
more than a yearO 


DINESH RAMDE 
Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Scott 
Skiles is out as Milwaukee 
Bucks head coach and 
the team says veteran as¬ 
sistant Jim Boylan will take 
over for the rest of the NBA 
season. 

General manager John 
Hammond made it official 
on Tuesday. 

“Scott and I met yesterday 
after practice and after 
some honest discussion, we 
both came to the conclu¬ 
sion that it was best to part 
ways,” Hammond said. “It 
is never an easy decision 
to make, but in the end a 
decision we felt was best 
for both parties.” 

Skiles had a 162-182 re¬ 
cord in four-plus seasons 
with Milwaukee, with one 
playoff appearance — a 


first-round loss to Atlanta 
in seven games during the 
2009-10 season. He was 
a hard-nosed, defensive- 
minded coach who some¬ 
times seemed to have diffi¬ 
culty meshing with a roster 
built around volume shoot¬ 
ers Brandon Jennings and 
Monta Ellis. 

“I believe this team can 
and will have success in 
the next 50 games and 
postseason,” Skiles said. “I 
want to thank the players 
for all of their hard work. I 
wish them all the best." 

Two other coaches, the 
Lakers’ Mike Brown and 
Brooklyn's Avery Johnson, 
are also out of work in this 
young season. Brown was 
fired after five games and 
Johnson last month, about 
three weeks after being 
named Eastern Confer¬ 


ence coach of the month. 
The 57-year-old Boylan has 
been the lead assistant 
coach for the Bucks the 
past four seasons. He was 
the interim head coach of 
the Chicago Bulls for the 
final 56 games of the 2007- 
08 season, finishing 24-32. 
In a 20-year NBA coaching 
career, he has also been 
an assistant in Cleveland, 
Vancouver, Phoenix, At¬ 
lanta and Chicago. 

The Bucks had lost four 
straight games and took a 
16-16 record into Tuesday's 
home game against Phoe¬ 
nix. 

Skiles' focus on defense 
was always going to be 
tested by a roster revolving 
around Jennings and Ellis, 
two flashy scorers who pre¬ 
fer to get up and down the 
court and lure opposing 
teams into shootouts. Jen¬ 
nings and Ellis have been 
giving plenty of effort, but 
the Bucks were in the mid¬ 
dle of the pack in points 
allowed per game (15th) 
and field goal percent¬ 
age defense (18th), below 
Skiles’ lofty expectations. 
Still, the Bucks entered 
Tuesday just three games 
behind Indiana in the Cen¬ 
tral Division, despite injuries 
to Beno Udrih and top de¬ 
fender Luc Mbah A Moute, 
and in seventh place in the 
Eastern Conference play¬ 
off chase. 

Overall, Skiles is 443-433 as 
an NBA head coach in 12- 
plus seasons, which also 
includes stints with the Chi¬ 
cago Bulls and the Phoenix 
SunsO 
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Dustin Johnson wins PGA Tour opener 



Dustin Johnson poses for photographers with the trophy after winning the Tournament of 
Champions PGA Tour golf tournament, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013, in Kapalua, Hawaii. Johnson closed 
with a 5-under 68 for a four-shot victory over Steve Strieker. Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 

Dustin Johnson ended a 
windy week with a wild ride 
Tuesday that carried him 
to the first win of the PGA 
Tour season. Despite hit¬ 
ting two drives into native 
areas that cost him three 
shots, Johnson never lost 
the lead at Kapalua. He 
closed with a 5-under 68 
for a four-shot victory in the 
Tournament of Champions, 
though it was up for grabs 
with five holes remaining. 
Strieker came within a frac¬ 
tion of an inch of tying for 
the lead until his birdie putt 
peeled away from the cup 
on the 13th hole, which 
Johnson chopped up for 
a double bogey. With only 
a one-shot lead, Johnson 
pitched in from 50 feet in 
front of the 14th green to 
restore his three-shot lead, 
and Strieker never chal¬ 
lenged him after that. 

And so, the tournament 
that didn't start until the 


fourth day because of 
a powerful wind finally 
ended with a guy who 
overpowered the Planta¬ 
tion Course. Johnson, who 
finished at 16-under 203, 
won for the sixth straight 
season. Only Phil Mickelson 
with nine straight years has 
a longer active streak of 
most consecutive seasons 
with a PGA Tour victory. 
Johnson also added a pe¬ 
culiar footnote to his re¬ 
cord. He now has won the 
last three PGA Tour events 
reduced to 54 holes be¬ 
cause of weather — rain 
at Pebble Beach in 2009, 
a hurricane at The Bar¬ 
clays in 2011 and gusts that 
topped 40 mph in Hawaii 
from a freak weather pat¬ 
tern that led to a bizarre 
season opener. 

The tournament ended just 
over 29 hours after it start¬ 
ed. Then again, 54 holes 
were all that was needed 
to show who was playing 
the best golf. “It gives me 
a lot of confidence going 


into this year,” Johnson 
said. 

Not since Tiger Woods has 
a player gone straight from 
college to winning in his 
first six seasons on tour. 


Strieker put up a good 
fight on one good leg. He 
has been feeling a shoot¬ 
ing pain down his left side 
on every shot and limped 
his way around the most 


mountainous course on 
tour for 54 holes in two 
days. He closed with a 69. 
“I knew it was going to be 
tough, but I gave it run for a 
little while," Strieker said.Q 
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Play or Sit: The coaches’ quandary in NFL 



Washington Redskins quarterback Robert Griffin III sits on the 
bench after being injured during an NFL wild card playoff foot¬ 
ball game against the Seattle Seahawks in Landover, Md„ Sun¬ 
day, Jan. 6,2013. 

Associated Press 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — At some 
point, an injured player, 
even a star like Robert 
Griffin III, is too hampered 
to help an NFL team. De¬ 
ciding when enough is 
enough is the problem. 
Washington Redskins 
coach Mike Shanahan be¬ 
came the target of wide¬ 
spread criticism after Grif¬ 
fin reinjured his right knee 
in Sunday’s 24-14 wild-card 
playoff loss to Seattle. The 
questions have ranged 
from whether Shanahan 
made his sensational rook¬ 
ie's health his No. 1 priority 
to whether the protocol for 
dealing with injuries was 
followed. 

Coaches who have been 
in such tricky situations say 
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the solutions aren’t compli¬ 
cated. 

“You have to rely on the 
doctors, the health always 
has to come first," said Su¬ 
per Bowl-winning coach 
Tony Dungy. “If the doc¬ 
tor says he can go or he 
can't go, you don't argue, 
there’s not even a discus¬ 
sion. 

“If the doctors say, ‘Here 
are the limitations, he can 
go,’ then you have to 
judge for yourself. How is he 
mentally? How limited is he 
physically?” 

Dungy recalls many times 
when players wanted to go 
and he had to say no. While 
coaching the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, Dungy told 
Warren Sapp he wouldn’t 
be suiting up for a game 
against Miami because 
Sapp had cracked a bone 
in his hand. 

Sapp wanted to wear a 
splint, but team doctors 
said it was too soon for him 
to play. 

“Warren was upset," Dungy 
said. 

“If you ask the player, it 
means nothing. It’s rare a 
player will tell you he can’t 
do this or that.” 

Shanahan said on Mon¬ 
day that Griffin will see re¬ 
nowned orthopedist James 
Andrews for more exami¬ 
nations on the knee, leav¬ 
ing open the possibility the 
quarterback will be side¬ 
lined for a lengthy period. 
Shanahan added he 
thought he made the “right 
decisions” and it would be 
“crazy” to think he would 
purposely sacrifice Griffin’s 
career to win a game. 

But Shanahan admitted he 
did not talk to team doc¬ 
tors initially after Griffin was 
hurt in the first quarter. 

“I went up to Robert. I said, 
‘You OK?”’ Shanahan said. 
“And he said, ‘I’m fine.’” 
Not exactly the way some 
coaches would have han¬ 
dled it. 

“You never put a player 
in harm’s way,” said for¬ 
mer Jets and Kansas City 
coach Herm Edwards, who 
defended how Shanahan 
handled the situation dur¬ 
ing his ESPN show. 

“It starts with the medical 
staff on the sideline. They 
advise you if a player is 


able to go back in. If they 
say, ‘Yea,’ you put him 
back in. If he can play, you 
keep him on the field.” 
Players don’t ever want to 
come out, and Dungy says 
some will even try to hide 
medical problems. Or at 
least minimize them. 

San Francisco tight end 
Vernon Davis suffered a 
concussion on Dec. 23 at 
Seattle and returned to 
play a week later against 
Arizona. He admits to being 
a little “woozy” during train¬ 
ing, but insists sitting should 
not have been the first op¬ 
tion. 

“You trust the player. A 
player knows his body bet¬ 
ter than anyone,” Davis 
said. “If he’s feeling a cer¬ 
tain way, then I don’t think 
you can go against that. 
He knows he can play.” 

But he could be placing 
himself in greater jeopardy, 
whether in the short term or 
for his entire career. For ev¬ 
ery Adrian Peterson and Ja- 
maal Charles who makes a 
stunningly quick recovery, 
there are dozens of players 
who are never the same. 
Some don’t even get back 
in uniform again. 

Or they come back too 
quickly, as Griffin’s team¬ 
mate, cornerback DeAn- 
gelo Hall, did in 2010. 

Hall missed practice lead¬ 
ing up to a game against 
Indianapolis. 

Usually, Shanahan bars 
players from suiting up 
when that happens, but 
Hall was allowed to play. 

“I gave up a couple of 
touchdown passes,” Hall 
said. “And Mike was just 
like, ‘That's my fault, you 
shouldn’t have been out 
there. I respect you wanted 
to be out there, but I could 
tell you just couldn’t go.' 
“You always want to be out 
there. It’s nothing against 
the guys behind you, but 
just that competitiveness in 
you. You want to compete, 
you want to be a part of 
it, especially this run we’ve 
had. 

“Man, it would have been 
hard for that guy (RG3) to 
say, ‘Nah, coach I can’t 
go' or ‘pull me.’ Everything 
was going so special, he 
wanted to be a part of 
it."a 
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NBA Capsules 

Celtics win heated clash over Knicks 



Boston Celtics forward Kevin Garnett (5) dunks against New 
York Knicks forward Carmelo Anthony (7) in the first half of their 
NBA basketball game at Madison Square Garden in New York, 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Paul 
Pierce scored 23 points, 
and the Boston Celtics 
beat the New York Knicks 
102-96 on Monday night in 
a heated first meeting of 
the season between the 
Atlantic Division rivals. 

Kevin Garnett added 19 
points and 10 rebounds 
for the Celtics, who even 
without the suspended Ra- 
jon Rondo won their third 
straight and finally are 
playing like the team that 
has ruled the division for 
the last half-decade. 

The Knicks want that title 
now, but Carmelo Anthony 
and his teammates were 
reminded how tough the 
Celtics can make it. 
Anthony had 20 points but 
shot 6 of 26 while battling 
his temper, Garnett and 
foul trouble. J.R. Smith led 
the Knicks with 24 points. 
BULLS 118, CAVALIERS 92 
CHICAGO (AP) — Carlos 
Boozer had 24 points and 
11 rebounds to lead the 
Bulls to a rout of the Cava¬ 
liers. It was the third straight 
game that Boozer has 
eclipsed 20 points. This time 
he did it against the team 
that drafted him in 2002. 
Joakim Noah added 11 
points and 11 rebounds 
while Luol Deng had 19 
points and seven assists 
for the Bulls, who beat 
the Cavaliers for an 11th 
straight time. Chicago (19- 
13), which posted a sea¬ 
son-high in points, moved 
to 11-1 when Boozer and 
Noah have double-dou¬ 
bles. Dion Waiters led 
Cleveland (8-28) with 18 
points. C.J. Miles and Ky- 
rie Irving had 15 points 
apiece. 

WIZARDS 101, THUNDER 99 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Brad¬ 
ley Beal made a jumper 
with 0.3 seconds left af¬ 
ter using a pump fake to 
get open, and the short¬ 


handed Wizards beat the 
Thunder. Kevin Durant led 
Oklahoma City (26-8) with 
29 points. The Wizards (5- 
28), playing without their 
top two scorers, had lost 
13 of their previous 14, but 
they also beat the Miami 
Heat earlier in the season. 
Beal and Martell Web¬ 
ster led the Washington 
with 22 points each. Kevin 
Seraphin added 19 points, 
and Emeka Okafor had 12 
points and 12 rebounds. 
The Thunder missed 16 
straight shots from midway 
through the third quarter to 
midway through the fourth 
quarter. 

HORNETS 95, SPURS 88 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Eric 
Gordon scored six straight 
points in a fourth quarter 
spurt and had 24 overall to 
lead the Hornets to a vic¬ 
tory over San Antonio. 
Anthony Davis added 17 
points, Greivis Vasquez 14 
and Ryan Anderson 13 for 
the Hornets, who have won 
two consecutive games for 
the first time since Nov. 2-3. 
Manu Ginobili scored 21 
points to lead the Spurs, 
who had won eight of 
their previous nine, dating 
to a 99-94 victory over the 
Hornets in San Antonio on 
Dec. 21. Tony Parker had 
16 points, Tim Duncan 13 
and Kawhi Leonard 10 for 
San Antonio. Duncan was 
5 of 14, at one point miss¬ 
ing five consecutive shots 
in the third quarter. The 
Spurs committed 19 turn¬ 
overs, leading to 23 points 
for New Orleans. 

JAZZ 100, MAVERICKS 94 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Gordon Hayward scored 
a season-high 27 points, 
including four 3-pointers, 
and the Jazz defeated 
the Mavericks. Alec Burks 
added a season-high 13, 
including eight in the fourth 
quarter when Utah held 
Dallas (13-22) to 14 points 


on 5-of-l 6 shooting. 

Dirk Nowitzki led the Mavs 
with 20 points. He had six 
straight late, but also was 
called for a charge with 
32 seconds remaining as 
he tried to get Dallas within 
two. 

The Jazz made 4 of 6 free 
throws down the stretch to 
seal the win. 

Al Jefferson added 15 
points and 11 rebounds 
for Utah (18-18), which has 
won both meetings with 
Dallas this season. 

The Mavs (13-22) have lost 
three straight and 12 of 
their last 14. 

GRIZZLIES 113, KINGS 81 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— Wayne Ellington scored 
a season-high 26 points, 
hitting six 3-pointers, to help 
the Grizzlies rout the Kings. 
Zach Randolph scored 17 
points and had seven re¬ 
bounds for Memphis. Mike 
Conley had 15 points and 
eight assists and Marc Ga- 
sol had 13 points for the 
Grizzlies, who outscored 
the Kings 36-20 in the third 
quarter to blow the game 
open. 

John Salmons led the 
Kings with 17 points, Ja¬ 
son Thompson had 12 and 
DeMarcus Cousins had 10 
and eight rebounds. 

Tyreke Evans returned to 
the Kings after missing the 
previous 11 games with a 
sore left knee. He had five 
points in 12 minutes. 

Besides playing well of¬ 
fensively, the Grizzlies did 
a nice job of containing 
Cousins. In the previous 
four games. Cousins had 
averaged 24.5 points and 
15.2 rebounds. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 125, MAGIC 
119, OT 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — La- 

Marcus Aldridge had 27 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and the Blazers handed the 
Magic their ninth straight 
loss. Wesley Matthews fin¬ 


ished with 24 points, in¬ 
cluding a dunk that all but 
sealed it with less than a 
minute to go in overtime. 


and J.J. Hickson added 20 
points and 15 rebounds for 
his 20th double-double this 
season. □ 
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Study sees gaps in therapy for 
suicidal teenagers 


BENEDICT CAREY 
© 2013 New York Times 

Most adolescents who plan 
or attempt suicide have al¬ 
ready gotten at least some 
mental health treatment, 
raising questions about 
the effectiveness of cur¬ 
rent approaches to help¬ 
ing troubled teenagers, 
according to the largest 
in-depth analysis to date 
of suicidal behaviors in 
U.S. teenagers. The study, 
posted online Tuesday by 
the journal JAMA Psychia¬ 
try, found that 55 percent 
of suicidal teenagers had 
received some therapy 
before they thought about 
suicide, planned it or tried 
to kill themselves, contra¬ 
dicting the widely held 
belief that suicide is due 
in part to a lack of access 
to treatment. The findings, 
based on interviews with 
a nationwide sample of 
more than 6,000 teenagers 
and at least one parent of 
each, linked suicidal be¬ 
havior to complex combi¬ 
nations of mood disorders 
like depression and behav¬ 
ior problems that include 
attention-deficit and eat¬ 
ing disorders, as well as al¬ 
cohol and drug abuse. 

The study found that about 
1 in 8 teenagers had per¬ 
sistent suicidal thoughts at 
some point, and about a 
third of them had made 
a suicide attempt, usu¬ 
ally within a year of having 
the idea. Previous studies 
have had similar findings, 
based on smaller, regional 
samples. But the new study 
is the first to suggest, in a 
large nationwide sample, 
that access to treatment 
does not make a big differ¬ 
ence. The study suggests 
that effective treatment 
for severely suicidal teen¬ 
agers must address not just 
mood disorders, but also 
behavior problems that 
can lead to impulsive acts, 
experts said. According 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
1,386 people between the 
ages of 13 and 18 commit¬ 
ted suicide in 2010, the lat¬ 
est year for which numbers 
are available. “I think one 
of the take-aways here is 
that treatment for depres¬ 


sion may be necessary but 
not sufficient to prevent 
kids from attempting sui¬ 
cide,” said Dr. David Brent, 
a professor of psychiatry at 
the University of Pittsburgh, 
who was not involved in 
the study. “We simply do 
not have empirically vali¬ 
dated treatments for re¬ 
current suicidal behavior.” 
The report said nothing 
about whether the thera¬ 
pies given were state of 
the art, or carefully done, 
said Matt Nock, a professor 
of psychology at Harvard 
and the lead author; and 


it is possible that some of 
the treatments prevented 
suicide attempts. 

“But it’s telling us we've got 
a long way to go to do this 
right," Nock said. His co¬ 
authors included Ronald 
C. Kessler of Harvard, and 
researchers from Boston 
University and Children's 
Hospital Boston. 

Margaret McConnell, a 
consultant in Alexandria, 
Va., said that her daughter 
Alice, who killed herself in 
2006, at the age of 17, was 
getting treatment at the 
time. 


“I think there might have 
been some carelessness 
in the way the treatment 
was done,” McConnell 
said, “and I was trusting 
a 17-year-old to manage 
her own medication. We 
found out after we lost her 
that she wasn't taking it 
regularly.” 

In the study, researchers 
surveyed 6,483 adoles¬ 
cents ages 13 to 18 and 
found that 9 percent of 
male teenagers and 15 
percent of female teen¬ 
agers experienced some 
stretch of having persistent 


suicidal thoughts. Among 
girls, 5 percent made sui¬ 
cide plans and 6 percent 
made at least one attempt 
(some were unplanned). 
Among boys, 3 percent 
made plans and 2 percent 
carried out attempts - 
which tended to be more 
lethal than girls’ attempts. 
Suicidal thinking or behav¬ 
ior was virtually unheard-of 
before age 10. 

Overall, about one-third of 
teenagers with persistent 
suicidal thoughts went on 
to make an attempt to 
take their own lives. □ 



Matt Nock, a professor of psychology at Harvard and the lead 
author of a study on suicidal behaviors in American teenagers, 
at the university in Cambridge, Mass., Jan. 8, 2013. Nock’s 
study found that 55 percent of young people who tried to 
kill themselves had received some mental health treatment 
beforehand. (Gretchen Ertl/The New York Times) 


Cuomo to order hospitals to 
use new sepsis procedures 


JIM DWYER 

© 2013 New York Times 

New York Gov. Andrew M. 
Cuomo will announce in 
his State of the State mes¬ 
sage this week that every 
hospital in New York must 
adopt aggressive proce¬ 
dures for identifying sepsis 
in patients, including the 
use of a countdown clock 
to begin treatment within 
an hour of spotting it, a 
state official said. 

The new steps could save 
5,000 to 8,000 lives annual¬ 
ly, state health officials say, 
and reduce the long-term 
costs of the condition. 

In a related development, 
state regulators will de¬ 
velop new procedures for 
parents to “play a mean¬ 
ingful and informed role” 
in decisions made about 
care for their children, ac¬ 
cording to a draft of the 
message to be delivered 
by the governor. Both ini¬ 
tiatives were prompted by 
the case of Rory Staunton, 
a 12-year-old New York 
boy who died of severe 
septic shock last year after 
being sent home from the 
emergency room at NYU 
Langone Medical Center. 


Rory's parents, Ciaran and 
Orlaith Staunton, said they 
did not realize that the re¬ 
sults of blood tests ordered 
for their son had not come 
back at the time he was 
discharged. Those results 
suggested that he could 
be critically ill, but the 
Stauntons learned about 
them only when they re¬ 
ceived a laboratory bill af¬ 
ter Rory's death. Sepsis is a 
runaway response by the 
immune system to an in¬ 
fection. In pushing forward 
on sepsis screening regula¬ 
tions, New York is adopting 
standards similar to those 
recommended last year 
for the entire country by 
the National Quality Fo¬ 
rum, a consortium of health 
care experts that provides 
guidance to hospitals 
and the Medicare system 
on best practices. State 
Health Commissioner Nirav 
R. Shah held a conference 
on sepsis in November and 
advised Cuomo on the 
reforms, according to the 
state official, who spoke on 
the condition of anonym¬ 
ity because the governor's 
message has not yet been 
formally presentedO 


Report: 

Death rates from cancer down 


L. NEERGAARD 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Death rates from cancer 
are continuing to inch 
down, researchers report¬ 
ed Monday. 

Now the question is how to 
hold onto those gains, and 
do even better, even as 
the population gets older 
and fatter, both risks for de¬ 
veloping cancer. 

“There has been clear 
progress,” said Dr. Otis 
Brawley of the American 
Cancer Society, which 
compiled the annual can¬ 
cer report with govern¬ 
ment and cancer advo¬ 
cacy groups. 

But bad diets, lack of physi¬ 
cal activity and obesity 
together wield “incredible 
forces against this decline 
in mortality,” Brawley said. 
He warned that over the 
next decade, that trio 
could surpass tobacco as 
the leading cause of can¬ 


cer in the U.S. 

Overall, deaths from can¬ 
cer began slowly dropping 
in the 1990s, and Monday's 
report shows the trend 
holding. Among men, can¬ 
cer death rates dropped 
by 1.8 percent a year be¬ 
tween 2000 and 2009, 
and by 1.4 percent a year 
among women. The drops 
are thanks mostly to gains 
against some of the lead¬ 
ing types — lung, colorec¬ 
tal, breast and prostate 
cancers — because of 
treatment advances and 
better screening. 

The news isn’t all good. 
Deaths still are rising for cer¬ 
tain cancer types includ¬ 
ing liver, pancreatic and, 
among men, melanoma, 
the most serious kind of skin 
cancer. 

Preventing cancer is better 
than treating it, but when 
it comes to new cases of 
cancer, the picture is more 
complicated. Q 
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TV-over-Internet service expands despite lawsuits 



In this Thursday, Dec. 20,2012, photo, Chet Kanojia, founder and CEO of Aereo, Inc., shows a tab¬ 
let displaying his company's technology, in New York. 

Associated Press 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The In¬ 
ternet company that chal¬ 
lenged cable and satel¬ 
lite TV services by offering 
inexpensive live television 
online plans to expand 
beyond New York City this 
spring. 

In the wake of a federal 
court ruling that tentatively 
endorsed its legality, Aereo 
will bring its $8-a-month ser¬ 
vice to Boston, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Washington 
and 18 other markets in 
the U.S., as well as to New 
York’s suburbs. For the past 
year, the service had been 
limited to New York City 
residents as the company 
fine-tuned its technolo¬ 
gy and awaited guidance 
on whether its unlicensed 
use of free, over-the-air 
broadcasts amounted to a 
copyright violation. 

A federal judge in New 
York ruled in July that the 
service doesn’t appear to 
violate copyright law be¬ 
cause individual subscrib¬ 
ers are assigned their own, 
tiny antenna at Aereo's 
Brooklyn data center, mak¬ 
ing it analogous to the free 
signal a consumer would 
get with a regular antenna 
at home. Aereo spent the 
subsequent months select¬ 
ing markets for expansion 
and renting space for new 
equipment in those cities. 
“The court decision was the 
green light in our perspec¬ 
tive,” CEO and founder 
Chet Kanojia said in a re¬ 
cent interview at Aereo’s 
sparse offices in a former 
engine factory in Queens. 
“This is an opportunity 
of a lifetime to build up 
something meaningful to 
change how people ac¬ 
cess TV.” Aereo is one of 
several startups created 
to deliver traditional me¬ 
dia over the Internet with¬ 
out licensing agreements. 
Past efforts have typically 


been rejected by courts 
as copyright violations. In 
Aereo’s case, the judge 
accepted the company's 
legal reasoning, but with 
reluctance. 

If the ruling stands, Aereo 
could cause a great deal of 
upheaval in the U.S. broad¬ 
cast industry. It could give 
people a reason to drop 
cable or satellite subscrip¬ 
tions as monthly bills rise. It 
also might hinder broad¬ 
casters’ ability to sell ads 
because it's not yet clear 
how traditional audience 
measures will incorporate 
Aereo's viewership. In ad¬ 
dition, it could reduce the 
licensing fees broadcasters 
collect from cable and sat¬ 
ellite companies. 
Broadcasters have ap¬ 
pealed the July ruling. At a 
November hearing, appel¬ 
late judges expressed skep¬ 
ticism about the legality of 
Aereo's operations. In addi¬ 
tion, the original judge’s rul¬ 
ing was preliminary, made 
as part of a decision to let 
Aereo continue operating 


while the lawsuits wind their 
way through court. Even 
if courts continue to side 
with Aereo on the legality 
of its setup, broadcasters 
still could nitpick on the de¬ 
tails and try to argue that 
the antennas don't actu¬ 
ally operate individually as 
claimed. Despite Aereo’s 
initial win, copyright attor¬ 
ney Kevin Goldberg with 
the firm Fletcher, Heald 
& Hildreth rated Aereo’s 
chances “a toss-up. You re¬ 
ally are trying to break new 
ground here." Goldberg, 
who isn't representing ei¬ 
ther side in the case, noted 
that a federal judge in Los 
Angeles already has ruled 
against a copycat service 
called Aereokiller. Further¬ 
more, he said. Congress 
can step in at any time to 
clarify the law. Kanojia said 
he didn’t want to wait for 
a final resolution, which 
could take years. He said 
all startups accept some 
risk when they try to shake 
up an industry. 

With average monthly TV 


bills exceeding $75, Aereo 
is positioning itself as a 
cheaper alternative. For 
$8 a month, subscribers 
in New York get 29 over- 
the-air stations. They can 
watch shows live and re¬ 
cord up to 20 hours using 
Aereo’s Internet-based 
digital video recorder. Sub¬ 
scribers get 40 hours of DVR 
space for $12 a month and 


can reduce that to less 
than $7 by paying for a 
year in advance. 

While cable and satel¬ 
lite services are geared 
toward watching televi¬ 
sion on TVs, Aereo streams 
feeds over the Internet to 
Windows and Mac com¬ 
puters, iPhones, iPads and 
boxes such as Roku and 
Apple TV for feeding Inter¬ 
net content to regular TVs. 
Android support is expect¬ 
ed this year. Services such 
as Hulu and Apple's iTunes 
also offer television over 
the Internet, but not live. 
The downside: Aereo 
doesn't offer cable chan¬ 
nels such as CNN, HBO, 
ESPN and regional sports 
networks. The exception 
is Bloomberg TV finan¬ 
cial news channel, which 
reached a deal in which 
Aereo is paying an unspec¬ 
ified fee. Cable lineups 
typically have hundreds of 
channels, compared with 
a few dozen for Aereo. 
Among the 22 markets 
Aereo announced in Las 
Vegas on Tuesday for this 
spring’s expansion are At¬ 
lanta, Austin, Baltimore, 
Boston, Chicago, Cleve¬ 
land, Dallas, Denver, De¬ 
troit, Houston, and Phila¬ 
delphia. □ 
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Column: 

Easing of banking’s Basel 
rules helped to avert crisis 


A.R. SORKIN 

© 2013 New York Times 

When a global committee 
of regulators and central 
bankers agreed to a new 
set of rules for the bank¬ 
ing system a year and a 
half ago, Jamie Dimon, 
the chief executive of 
JPMorgan Chase, told The 
Financial Times, “I'm very 
close to thinking the United 
States shouldn’t be in Basel 
anymore. I would not have 
agreed to rules that are 
blatantly anti-American.” 
Over the last weekend, 
Dimon finally got what he 
had wanted: a form of 
deregulation of sorts. The 
new international capital 



Jamie Dimon, chief executive 
of JPMorgan Chase, in New 
York. (The New York Times) 


requirements for banks, 
known as Basel III - apolo¬ 
gies if your eyes are glazing 
over - were significantly re¬ 
laxed by regulators. 

Instead of requiring banks 
to maintain, by 2015, a cer¬ 
tain amount of assets that 
can quickly be turned into 
cash, the most stringent 
deadline was pushed to 
2019. Perhaps more im¬ 
portant, the type of assets 
that could be counted in 
a bank’s liquidity require¬ 
ment was changed to 
be more flexible, includ¬ 
ing securities backed by 
mortgages, for example, 
instead of simply sovereign 
debf. 

“If Basel had been imple¬ 
mented this year as writ¬ 
ten, it almost certainly 
would have thrown the 
U.S. and other economies 
into a recession more than 
going over the fiscal cliff 
ever would have,” John 


Berlau of the Bastiat Insti¬ 
tute, a research organiza¬ 
tion promoting free mar¬ 
kets, wrote. Berlau, who 
may have a penchant for 
hyperbole, had been call¬ 
ing the deadline the Basel 
cliff. He added, “Basel III 
has been delayed, and for 
Main Street growth and fi¬ 
nancial stability, that is all 
to the good.” 

Berlau is right. In truth, the 
reason that regulators ul¬ 
timately chose to relax 
the rules was simple prac¬ 
ticality: Many banks in 
Europe and some in the 
United States would have 
never been able to meet 
the requirements with¬ 
out significantly reducing 
the amount of credit they 
were to extend to Main 
Street over the next two 
years, according to peo¬ 
ple involved in the Basel 
decision process. 

That’s the other side of the 
regulatory coin that Main 
Street often forgets about. 
At the time that the original 
rules were written in 2010, 
the consensus among 
economists was that the 
global economy would be 
in much better shape to¬ 
day than it is. 

“Nobody set out to make 
it stronger or weaker, but 
to make it more realistic,” 
Mervyn A. King, governor 
of the Bank of England, 
explained. Let’s be clear: 
High capital requirements 
are a good thing to do to 
reduce risk in the system. 
And there is no question 
that the banks, especially 
in the United States, are in 
a much stronger position 
than they were. Let's also 
stipulate that the Basel 
committee did a horrible 
job before the financial cri¬ 
sis in setting and enforcing 
proper standards. Basel’s 
loosening of rules before 
the crisis worsened the 
pain of the global bank¬ 
ing system. But the push 
for stricter rules just as the 
global economy is trying to 
nurse itself back to health, 
simply to satisfy the public 
rather than to find a solu¬ 
tion that balances the risks 
to the economy and the 
banking system, would 
have been a mistake. □ 


Samsung sees record-high 4Q profit 


YOUKYUNG LEE 
AP Technology Writer 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

Samsung Electronics Co., 
the world's largest technol¬ 
ogy company by revenue, 
expects record earnings 
for the fourth quarter of 
2012 as shoppers contin¬ 
ued to snap up its smart¬ 
phones and tablets. 

The company said Tuesday 
its operating profit for the 
October-December quar¬ 
ter would be about 8.8 tril¬ 
lion won ($8.3 billion), up 89 
percent from a year earlier 
and higher than expecta¬ 
tions. It will release its full 
quarterly result including 
net profit at the end of this 
month. 

The maker of Galaxy 
smartphones and tablets 
said fourth quarter revenue 
likely rose 18 percent from 
a year earlier to 56 trillion 
won. 

Analysts said nearly 70 
percent of the operating 
income for the quarter 
was likely generated by 
Samsung's mobile division 
that makes and sells smart¬ 
phones and tablets. 
Samsung’s mobile busi¬ 
ness, which recently over¬ 
took Apple in smartphone 
sales and Nokia in mobile 
handsets, has driven Sam¬ 
sung's earnings growth in 
recent quarters. Samsung's 
quarterly operating profit 
has risen steadily since the 
final quarter of 2011, while 
rival mobile-phone makers 
such as Nokia, Research In 
Motion and HTC have ex¬ 
perienced falling market 
share and profits. 

Samsung shipped at least 
60 million smartphones in 
the last quarter of 2012, 
according to analysts' es¬ 
timates, about 10 percent 
growth from the previous 
quarter. 


The launch in September of 
the Galaxy Note II, a giant 
smartphone with a 5.5-inch 
screen and a digital pen, 
helped Samsung retain its 
market dominance dur¬ 
ing the Christmas holiday 
season despite competi¬ 
tion from Apple’s iPhone 
5, analysts said. Samsung's 
flagship Android device, 
the Galaxy S III, also sold 
strongly. Jin Sung-hye, an 
analyst at KTB Securities, es¬ 
timated Samsung shipped 
15 million S III smartphones 
and 7 million of the Note 
II during the final three 
months of 2012. The sur¬ 
prise popularity of the 
Note II device prompted 
other handset makers to 


increase the screen size of 
their smartphones as con¬ 
sumers embrace a wider 
mobile-phone screen to 
watch videos. 

Market watchers specu¬ 
late that Samsung will in¬ 
troduce a new Galaxy S 
smartphone, likely to be 
named the Galaxy S IV, 
before the end of April. 
Samsung usually rolls out 
the latest iteration of its 
Android-based flagship 
smartphone before the 
end of the second quar¬ 
ter, taking advantage of 
the time when rivals are 


months away from intro¬ 
ducing new smartphone 
models. 

With the early rollouts of 
the new Galaxy S model 
and an update to the Note 
series later in the year, 
analysts predict Samsung 
will sell at least 300 million 
smartphones in 2013, wid¬ 
ening its lead over Apple. 
Samsung’s smartphone 
shipments likely surpassed 
200 million for the first time 
in 2012. 

The company plans to 
act more aggressively to 
increase its share of the 
tablet PC market this year, 
which is still dominated by 
Apple’s iPad, its executives 
said in an October confer¬ 


ence call. The release of 
mini tablets that are be¬ 
tween the size of smart¬ 
phones and standard tab¬ 
lets also opens up a new 
growth area for Samsung. 
While the mobile phone 
division has replaced Sam¬ 
sung’s semiconductor busi¬ 
ness as the biggest profit 
generator, robust demand 
for smartphones around 
the world is benefiting 
Samsung’s semiconduc¬ 
tor operation as well. The 
company is the world's 
largest supplier of TVs and 
memory chips.Q 



A man walks by a billboard of Samsung Electronics’ Galaxy 
Note 10.1 at a showroom of its headquarters in Seoul, South 
Korea, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man) 


Alcoa: 

Earnings as expected, revenue tops forecasts 


NEW YORK (AP) — Alcoa 
Inc. says fourth-quarter 
earnings met Wall Street's 
expectations, and it sees 
slightly higher demand for 
aluminum fhis year. 

The company said Tues¬ 
day fhaf nef income was 
$242 million, or 21 cents 
per share. That includes 
one-time gains like income 


from selling a hydroelec¬ 
tric project. Without those 
gains, the company would 
have made six cents per 
share — exactly what ana¬ 
lysts expected, according 
to FactSet — on revenue 
of $5.90 billion. Sales were 
higher than the $5.58 billion 
that analysts predicted. 

The weak global economy 


has hurt demand for alu¬ 
minum used in everything 
from airplanes to soda 
cans. But Alcoa sees de¬ 
mand growing 7 percent in 
2013, up from a 6 percent 
gain in 2012. Alcoa is the 
first company in the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
to report fourth-quarter 
earnings. □ 
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Earnings season kickoff doesn’t tempt investors; stocks drop 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 

U.S. stocks closed lower 
Tuesday as traders awaited 
the start of the corporate 
earnings season. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average dropped 55.44 
points, or 0.4 percent, to 
13,328.85. The Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index fell 4.74, 
or 0.3 percent, to 1,457.15. 
The Nasdaq composite in¬ 
dex shed 7.01, or 0.2 per¬ 
cent, to 3,091.81. 

Alcoa reported its fourth- 
quarter financial results 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Ag¬ 
ricultural products giant 
Monsanto reported Tues¬ 
day that its profit nearly 
tripled in the first fiscal quar¬ 
ter as sales of ifs biotech 
corn seeds expanded in 
Latin America. 

The company raised its 
earnings guidance for the 
year, briefly lifting its shares 
to its highest level in more 
than four years. 

The company's sales grew 
21 percent to $2.9 billion 
in the quarter, with most 
of increase coming from 
the company's corn seed 
business. The St. Louis com¬ 
pany earned $339 million, 
or 63 cents per share in the 
three months ended No¬ 
vember 30. That compares 
to earnings of $126 million, 
or 23 cents per share, in last 
year’s quarter. 

Monsanto's results eas¬ 
ily trumped analyst predic- 


after the market closed, 
marking the unofficial kick¬ 
off to weeks of earnings 
announcements from U.S. 
companies. The aluminum 
maker said its revenue re¬ 
sults exceeded the expec¬ 
tations of Wall Street ana¬ 
lysts, while per-share earn¬ 
ings were roughly in line 
with expectations. Alcoa 
rose 20 cents, or 2.1 per¬ 
cent, to $9.30 in late trad¬ 
ing. 

Alcoa is traditionally the 
first of the 30 companies in 
the Dow average to report 


tions of 36 cents per share 
on sales of $2.6 billion in 
revenue, according to 
FactSet. 

The company’s first fiscal 
period is usually not very 
profitable, as farming op¬ 
erations slow during the 
fall months in the U.S. and 
Europe. But increased sales 
in Argentina, Brazil, Mexico 
and other Latin American 
countries helped drive 
earnings from September 
through November. 
Monsanto told investors last 
year that it expects to ben¬ 
efit more from the grow¬ 
ing season in the Southern 
hemisphere. Monsanto 
predicts that international 
sales will account for half of 
its growth in seeds for fiscal 
2013, which ends in August. 
Sales of the company's 
largest unit, seeds and ge¬ 
nomics, grew 27 percent 
to $1.1 billion, on demand 


earnings. 

Market-watchers expect 
the quarter's results could 
include many surprises 
because of events like Su¬ 
perstorm Sandy, the presi¬ 
dential election, and the 
narrowly avoided tax in¬ 
creases and spending cuts 
known collectively as the 
“fiscal cliff.” 

“Earnings is going to be the 
big driver for the next cou¬ 
ple of weeks, and we’re 
just sitting around waiting 
for it to begin,” said Kim 
Caughey Forrest, vice pres- 


from farmers in Brazil and 
Argentina. 

Monsanto’s corn and 
soybean seeds have ge¬ 
netically engineered traits 
meant to produce more 
crops and repel bugs. The 
company says these ben¬ 
efit farmers enough that 
they come out ahead, 
even though the seeds 
cost more than conven¬ 
tional seeds. 


ident and senior analyst at 
Fort Pitt Capital Group, an 
investment management 
firm. 

The European debt crisis 
continued to cast a pall 
over the market. Unem¬ 
ployment in the 17 countries 
that use the euro hit a new 
high, leading the European 
Union to warn about the 
risk of fraying social welfare 
systems in southern Europe. 
Trading has been cautious 
in the week since Congress 
and the White House struck 
a deal to maintain lower 


(AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 

For all of fiscal 2013, the 
company expects profit of 
$4.30 to $4.40 per share. 
Analysts predicted profit of 
$4.39 per share. 

Shares added $2.39, or 2.5 
percent, to $98.33 in mid¬ 
day trading Tuesday after 
rising as high as $99.99 ear¬ 
lier in the session. That was 
the highest price for Mon¬ 
santo shares since October 
20080 


tax rates and postpone 
sweeping cuts in govern¬ 
mentspending. Enthusiasm 
about the compromise 
pushed the Dow up 300 
points last Wednesday, its 
biggest gain since Decem¬ 
ber 2011. 

In corporate news: 

— Agriculture products gi¬ 
ant Monsanto rose $2.56, 
or 2.7 percent, to $98.50 
after saying its profit nearly 
tripled in the first fiscal quar¬ 
ter, helped by strong seed 
sales in Latin America. 
Monsanto raised its earn¬ 
ings guidance for the year. 

— Video game seller 
GameStop lost $1.56, or 
6.3 percent, to $23.19 after 
reporting weak holiday- 
season sales and cutting its 
revenue guidance. 

— Yum Brands, operator 
of fhe KFC and Taco Bell 
fast food chains, plunged 
after saying a key sales 
metric in China fell more 
fhan expected in the 
fourth quarter. The decline 
was related to problems 
at two of its small chicken 
suppliers; nearly half of the 
company’s revenue came 
from China in 2011. Yum 
lost $2.85, or 4.2 percent, to 
$65.04. 

— In Korea, electronics 
giant Samsung said it ex¬ 
pects record earnings for 
the fourth quarter as shop¬ 
pers continue to embrace 
its smartphones and tab¬ 
lets. But there were signs 
its momentum is slowing, 
and the company’s stock 
closed down 1.3 percent in 
SeoulO 


Latin American sales rocket Monsanto profits 



People protest outside U.S.-based Monsanto offices in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 12/27 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Animal pen 
5 Exhibits 
10 Pillar 

14 Garden in 
Genesis 

15 Chaplain’s title, 
perhaps 

16 Out of town 

17 “Phooey!” 

18 New Delhi’s 
nation 

19 Harness strap 

20 Comes forth 
22 Old sewing 

machine pedal 

24 Lubricate 

25 Kids around 

26 Uneasy feeling 

29 Mongrel 

30 Traveler’s stop 

34 Pegs for Els 

35 Beanie or beret 

36 Play over again 
in one’s mind 

37 Lost You”; 
Elvis song 

38 Bullet diameter 

40 Plead 

41 Inferior of two 

43 Turner or 
Kennedy 

44 Prefix for van 
or skirt 

45 Tire ridge 
pattern 

46 Shameful 
grade 

47 Banquet 

48 Not as wild 

50 _ culpa 

51 Redoes an 
electrical job 

54 Food fish 

58 _-present; 

constant 

59 Nurse’s helpers 

61 Eye flirtatiously 

62 African river 

63 “Trick or_!” 

64 Coat or shawl 

65 Early car 
manufacturer 

66 Transmits 

67 Aug.’s follower 

DOWN 

1 Relinquish 


2 Actor _ West 

3 Autry or Barry 

4 Grab the whole 
attention of 

5 Sales pitch 

6 _ Christian 
Andersen 

7 Peculiar 

8 Author 

9 Chars 

10 Umbrella 

11 Was indebted 

12 Jib, for one 

13 Actress Daly 

21 “_Along, Little 

Dogies” 

23 Old anesthetic 

25 Largest planet 

26 Leaning 

27 At no time 

28 Honking birds 

29 Baseball’s _ 
Ripken, Jr. 

31 Leg bone 

32 _ out; makes 
level 

33 Permitted, for 
short 

35 Taurus or Prius 


36 _ as a beet 

38 Fragrant wood 

39 Stinging insect 
42 Contemptuous 

writings 
44 Grasslands 

46 Want 

47 Nourished 

49 Veal & venison 


50 Ship poles 

51 City in Nevada 

52 Wicked 

53 Unite by fusing 

54 Noggin 

55 Monster 

56 Applaud 

57 Held on to 
60 Comfy room 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































With Florida python 
hunt about to 
begin, 

humane killing 
urged 

Christine Stapleton 
© 2013 Cox Newspapers 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
-- Decapitating Burmese 
pythons -- a sanctioned 
method for killing the inva¬ 
sive snakes in the upcom¬ 
ing Python Challenge con¬ 
test -- is "despicably cruel” 
and may violate state ani¬ 
mal cruelty laws, animal- 
rights activists say. 

The group People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Ani¬ 
mals sent a letter to the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, 
the event sponsor, urging 
the commission to ban 
hunters from decapitating 
snakes in the monthlong 
hunt that starts Saturday. 
As an alternative, PETA is 
urging the commission to 
promote "immediate de¬ 
struction of the brain by 
gunshot.” According to 
PETA, the snakes "remain 
alive and in agony” for 
up to an hour after their 
heads have been cut off. 
The commission is review¬ 
ing the letter and offered 
no further comment. 

1 'There really is just no good 
way to do this,” said Lori 
Kettler, general counsel 
for the PETA Foundation. 
"It's a problem and we just 
want a humane solution.” 
More than 500 hunters from 
24 states have registered 
for the hunt. Hunters must 
complete a course on 
snake identification and 
follow the rules on how to 
kill the snakes humanely. 
Because transporting 
live pythons is illegal, the 
snakes must be killed in 
the wild. According to the 
FWC’s PythonChallenge. 
org website, a captive-bolt 
gun -- used to stun animals 
into unconsciousness be¬ 
fore slaughter -- is the pre¬ 
ferred method. Guns can 
also be used but require 
an effective caliber and 
good aim.Decapitation is 
"not the recommended 
method of euthanizing py¬ 
thons” but is "an accept¬ 
able method of euthaniz¬ 
ing large snakes by the 
American Veterinary Medi¬ 
cal Association,” accord¬ 
ing to the website.Q 
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Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS$10k OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV $19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 


FOR SALE 

Divi Village 

wk 1 1 bedroom $4250 
contact USA 716-239-0633 
or donbar58@roadrunner.com 

198196 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 
2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-4000 

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207 
jan. 12-19 

e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

_ 198356 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 
2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean pool 
view $1000 per week 
Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-4000 

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207 
jan. 12-19 

e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198356A 

CASA DEL MAR 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath ocean front 

Rm 1224 wk 2 $27 K 

lemmesell@aol.com 

Casa del Mar 2 br 2 ba pool/ocean 

side Rm 1318wk3$22K 
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Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


Tel: 5&2-06&7 ^ M3-7464 
SetiAlland ?tr. 70 

tend y° ur stay tS 

" Quality Apartments 
h Sfudio £ Loft Apts. *RJIy Furnished 

kitchen / A\ rco / Coble TV PooP 

Less than L mile, from Eagk Beach A -4 large iup^rmarkeli 
Feel free To contact or visit as. 

Mon - Frp: 8am-7jjm, 5at ■£ Sun: 



Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare 
suite for rent in Aruba for wk 
51 and wk 52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 


FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out 
unit Platinum time -ocean 
view NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 


FOR RENT 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedroom 2 bath, ocean 
view Christmas wk 2013 
December 21-28 st 
Contact: ABC Rm 145 until 
1/07/13 USA 516-625-1996 
blevinem@aol.com $5,900 

_198168 

FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more info. 594-6639 

198193 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
2 y 2 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 


WEEK 52 WOW 

Divi Village Golf Resort 
Great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 until 
01/07/12 or 
z3837@yahoo.de 

198184 

FOR RENT 
The Divi Phoenix 

week 2 (jan 12th-jan 19th) 

2 bedroom sunset side on the 
beach 

For rent $1500 for the week 
contact #564-0937 
ask for George 

198190 

FOR RENT 

Costa Linda 

2 bedroom & 2 bath, lockout 
January 7-11 th $725 
Call: 566-2817 

198187 

ST^P 

Violence Ayjiin-r.f 'jVomrn 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


9 January 

Dr. Horenbeeck 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Noord Tel: 586-4606 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency flSky* 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES* 1 


Services 


Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Jan. 9 Freewinds 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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U.S. roasts to hottest year on record by landslide 



In this Aug. 16, 2012 file photo, dust is carried by the wind behind a combine harvesting corn in a 
field near Coy, Ark. Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

United States of America 
set an off-the-charts heat 
record in 2012. 

A brutal combination of a 
widespread drought and 
a mostly absent winter 
pushed the average an¬ 
nual U.S. temperature last 
year up to 55.32 degrees 
Fahrenheit (13 Celsius), the 
government announced 
Tuesday. That's a full de¬ 
gree (0.6 Celsius) warmer 
than the old record set in 
1998. Breaking tempera¬ 
ture records by an entire 
degree is unprecedented, 
scientists say. Normally, 
records are broken by a 
tenth of a degree or so. 

“It was off the chart,” said 
Deke Arndt, head of cli¬ 
mate monitoring at the Na¬ 
tional Climatic Data Cen¬ 
ter in Asheville, North Caro¬ 
lina, which calculated the 
temperature records. 

Last year, he said, will go 
down as “a huge excla¬ 
mation point at the end 
of a couple decades of 
warming.” The data cen¬ 
ter’s figures for the entire 
world won’t come out un¬ 
til next week, but through 
the first 11 months of 2012, 
the world was on pace to 
have its eighth warmest 
year on record. Scientists 
say the U.S. heat is part 
global warming in ac¬ 
tion and natural weather 
variations. The drought 
that struck almost two- 
thirds of the nation and 
a La Nina weather event 
helped push temperatures 
higher, along with climate 
change from man-made 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
said Katharine Hayhoe, di¬ 
rector of the Climate Sci¬ 
ence Center at Texas Tech 
University. She said temper¬ 
ature increases are hap¬ 


pening faster than scien¬ 
tists predicted. 

“These records do not oc¬ 
cur like this in an unchang¬ 
ing climate,” said Kevin 
Trenberth, head of climate 
analysis at the National 
Center for Atmospheric Re¬ 
search in Boulder, Colora¬ 
do. “And they are costing 
many billions of dollars." 
Global warming is caused 
by the burning of fossil fu¬ 
els — coal, oil and natural 
gas — which sends heat¬ 
trapping gases, such as 
carbon dioxide, into the 
air, changing the climate, 
scientists say. What’s hap¬ 
pening with temperatures 
in the United States is con¬ 
sistent with the long-term 
pattern of “big heat events 
that reach into new levels 
of intensity,” Arndt said. 
Last year was 3.2 degrees 
Fahrenheit warmer than 
the average for the en¬ 
tire 20th century. Last July 
was the hottest month on 
record. Nineteen states 
set yearly heat records in 
2012, though Alaska was 
cooler than average. U.S. 
temperature records go 


back to 1895 and the year¬ 
ly average is based on re¬ 
ports from more than 1,200 
weather stations across the 
Lower 48 states. Several 
environmental groups, in¬ 
cluding the World Wildlife 
Fund, took the opportunity 
to call on the Obama Ad¬ 
ministration to do more to 
fight climate change. 
According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher¬ 
ic Administration, 2012 
also had the second-most 
weather extremes on re¬ 
cord after hurricane-heavy 
1998, based on a complex 
mathematical formula 


BY DAN JOLING 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

- A day after Royal Dutch 
Shell PLC towed a dam¬ 
aged floating drill rig to 
shelter from a remote Alas¬ 
ka island. Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar announced 
the department will per¬ 
form an “expedited, high- 
level assessment” of the 
2012 Arctic offshore drilling 
season. Salazar said the 
review will pay special at¬ 
tention to challenges that 
Shell encountered with the 
drill barge Kulluk, which ran 
aground New Year’s Eve, 
the drill ship Noble Discov¬ 
erer, which last month was 
found with safety deficien¬ 
cies, and Shell’s oil spill re¬ 
sponse vessel barge, which 
could not obtain certifica¬ 
tion in time for year's drill¬ 
ing season. 


that includes temperature 
records, drought, down¬ 
pours, and land-falling 
hurricanes. Measured by 
the number of high-dam- 
age events, 2012 ranked 
second after 2011, with 
11 different disasters that 
caused more than $1 bil¬ 
lion in damage, includ¬ 
ing Superstorm Sandy and 
the drought, NOAA said. 
The drought was the worst 
since the 1950s and slightly 
behind the Dust Bowl of 
the 1930s, meteorologists 
said. During a drought, the 
ground is so dry that there’s 
not enough moisture in the 


The administration is com¬ 
mitted to exploring po¬ 
tential energy resources in 
frontier areas such as the 
Arctic, Salazar said in his 
announcement. 

“But we also recognize 
that the unique challenges 
posed by the Arctic envi¬ 
ronment demand an even 
higher level of scrutiny,” he 
said. Salazar announced 
the 60-day review shortly 
after the Coast Guard 
commander overseeing 
the Alaska district said he 
had ordered a formal ma¬ 
rine casualty investigation 
of the Kulluk. 

Rear Adm. Thomas Ostebo 
said the investigation will 
look at every aspect of 
the incident, from possible 
failure of materials to evi¬ 
dence of misconduct, inat¬ 
tention or negligence. 

U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, D- 


soil to evaporate into the 
atmosphere to cause rain¬ 
fall, which leads to hotter, 
drier air. This was fed in the 
U.S. by La Nina, which is 
linked to drought. 

Scientists say even with 
global warming, natural 
and local weather chang¬ 
es mean that tempera¬ 
tures will go up and down 
over the years. But overall, 
temperatures are climb¬ 
ing. In the United States, 
the temperature trend has 
gone up 1.3 degrees over 
the last century, accord¬ 
ing to NOAA data. The last 
year the U.S. was cooler 
than the 20th-century av¬ 
erage was 1997. The last 
time the country had a 
record cold month was 
December 1983. What 
has scientists so stunned is 
how far above other hot 
years 2012 was. Nearly all 
of the previous 117 years of 
temperature records were 
bunched between 51 and 
54 degrees, while 2012 was 
well above 55. “A picture 
is emerging of a world with 
more extreme heat," said 
Andrew Dessler, a Texas 
A&M University climate 
scientist. “Not every year 
will be hot, but when heat 
waves do occur, the heat 
will be more extreme. Peo¬ 
ple need to begin to pre¬ 
pare for that future.”□ 


Alaska, chairman of the 
Senate Subcommittee on 
Oceans, Atmosphere, Fish¬ 
eries and the Coast Guard, 
also announced he would 
conduct a hearing on the 
grounding. 

Shell Alaska spokesman 
Curtis Smith said the com¬ 
pany welcomes the Interior 
Department review and 
that it would help strength¬ 
en the Alaska program. 
Shell has already been in 
dialogue with the depart¬ 
ment, Smith said. 

“While we completed our 
drilling operations off the 
North Slope safely, and in 
accordance with robust 
regulatory standards, we 
nevertheless experienced 
challenges in supporting 
the program, especially 
in moving our rigs to and 
from the theater of opera¬ 
tions," he said. □ 
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Fox: Passion, disagreements with new ‘Idol’ team 



Randy Jackson, from left, Mariah Carey, Keith Urban and Nicki Minaj from “American Idol” attend the Fox Winter TCA Tour at the 
Langham Huntington Hotel on Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013, in Pasadena, Calif. Associated Press 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
PASADENA, California (AP) 

— Five minutes into their 
season-opening news con¬ 
ference and the new team 
at “American Idol” were 
having their first disagree¬ 
ment — about their dis¬ 
agreements. Then Mariah 
Carey and Nicki Minaj kept 
it going. 

“We're professionals. Have 
you ever had an argument 
with someone you've 
worked with?” Minaj said 
after repeated questions 
Tuesday about her report¬ 
ed feud with new fellow 
judge Carey. 

“This was sort of one-sided,” 
interjected Carey, wearing 
a queenly smile. 

“No, it wasn't,” snapped 
back Minaj. 

Fox network executive 
Mike Darnell was asked 
by reporters with the Tele¬ 
vision Critics Association if 
the clash was authentic. 
He said there was a lot of 
musical passion within the 
group, which also includes 
country star Keith Urban 
and returning judge Ran¬ 
dy Jackson, and that trig¬ 
gered disagreements. 

“The fighting is what it is,” 
Carey said at one point. 
“This is ‘American Idol.' It’s 
bigger than all that. It’s 
bigger than some stupid 
trumped-up thing.” 

Reports that the two divas 
were at odds surfaced last 
fall. On “The View,” Bar¬ 
bara Walters recounted a 
phone conversation with 
Carey in which the pop 
star said that Minaj threat¬ 
ened to shoot her after a 
taping. The rapper quickly 
responded with dismissive 
tweets. 

Trumped up or not, she 
and Minaj appeared on 
the panel with Urban care¬ 
fully placed between 
them and indulged in their 
briefly testy “one-sided” 
exchange. But they also 
responded to a request to 
say something nice about 
each other. 

Minaj called Carey one of 
her favorite all-time artists 
who has shaped a gen¬ 
eration of singers. In re¬ 
turn, Carey fondly recalled 
working with Minaj on a 
single titled — “ironically,” 
as Carey noted — “Up Out 
My Face." 


“I knew she was going to 
go far, and still is," Carey 
said. 

“American Idol” begins its 
12th season Wednesday 
facing questions once 
again about its ability to 
endure as a top-rated 
show, especially given the 
increasingly crowded tal¬ 
ent show landscape that 
includes NBC's hit “The 
Voice.” All the shows are 


down in the ratings, Darnell 
noted. 

Veteran executive produc¬ 
er Nigel Lythgoe is used to 
hearing the query. Famous 
judges have the pre-debut 
spotlight and media atten¬ 
tion but the contestants 
ultimately are what keep 
viewers watching, he said 
after the panel. 

That’s not to say the panel 
isn’t key, said Trish Kinane, 


another executive produc¬ 
er. 

“We wanted judges who 
were experts and had a 
right to be here, and we 
also wanted honesty,” she 
said. “We very much took 
that into consideration. I 
think we’ve got it. 

They’re not shrinking vio¬ 
lets, they say what they 
think, and we encourage 
that." 


Minaj displayed that Tues¬ 
day, saying firmly that 
“Idol” is not the show for 
rap, her own genre. 

“If you’re looking for peo¬ 
ple to believe you and 
feed you as a rapper, I 
wouldn’t do it,” said Minaj, 
adding that viewers love 
“American Idol” as an 
“honest singing competi¬ 
tion, and I'm not here to 
change that.”Q 
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Longoria to host Latino 
inaugural salute to Obama 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fol¬ 
lowing an election where 
Latinos showed their grow¬ 
ing political influence, a 
coalition of groups is co¬ 
ordinating a gathering of 
top Latino entertainers at 
the Kennedy Center in a 
series of events ahead of 
President Barack Obama’s 
inauguration. Eva Longo¬ 
ria, George Lopez, Mario 
Lopez and Rita Moreno are 
among a group of promi¬ 
nent performers who will 
gather on Jan. 20 for “La¬ 
tino Inaugural 2013: In Per¬ 
formance at the Kennedy 
Center.” Details of the trib¬ 
ute performance were an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. Longo¬ 
ria, a co-chair of Obama’s 
inauguration festivities, is 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 

— Elvis Presley fans from 
as far as Japan and Brazil 
gathered Tuesday in Mem¬ 
phis to sing “Happy Birth¬ 
day” to the late rock ‘n’ roll 
icon on the day he would 
have turned 78. 

Hundreds of Elvis devotees 
watched as 13-year-old 
Isabella Scott cut a birth¬ 
day cake on the lawn at 
Graceland, the singer’s 
longtime Memphis home. 
Scott heads an Internet- 
based Elvis fan club with 
more than 2,000 members. 
The mayors of Memphis 
and Shelby County also 
read a proclamation of El¬ 
vis Presley Day during the 
ceremony, which was at- 



This May 5, 2011 file photo 
shows actress Eva Longoria 
speaking at a news 
conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. Associated Press 

hosting the event. The La¬ 
tino inaugural gathering is 
driven in part by organizers 
of The Futuro Fund, which 
helped mobilize Latino 
support for the Obama- 
Biden re-election. The Ken¬ 
nedy Center is presenting 
the event free of charge in 
two of its large theatersO 


tended by fans from Brazil, 
England, France, Japan, 
Spain and the U.S. 

Presley was born in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, on Jan. 8, 1935, 
and moved to Memphis 
with his parents at age 13. 
He was 42 when he died 
Aug. 16, 1977. Presley re¬ 
corded his first song “That's 
All Right” at Sun Studio 
in Memphis in 1954 and 
made the West Tennessee 
city his primary home until 
his death. “Like coffee and 
cream, grits and gravy, 
peanut butter and banan¬ 
as ... Memphis and Elvis is a 
combination that was just 
meant to be,” Memphis 
Mayor A C Wharton Jr. told 
the crowd. a 


Cake-cutting, new exhibit 
mark Elvis’ birthday 



Fans of Elvis Presley attend a birthday celebration and cake¬ 
cutting on what would have been the late rock and roll icon’s 
78th birthday, at Graceland on Tuesday, Jan. 8,2013 in Memphis 
Tenn. Associated Press 


Steven Spielberg earns 11th 
Directors Guild nomination 



This June 7, 2012 file photo shows director Steven Spielberg at the AFI Life Achievement Award 
Honoring Shirley MacLaine at Sony Studios in Culver City, Calif. Associated Press 


DAVID GERMAIN 
AP Movie Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ste¬ 
ven Spielberg has extend¬ 
ed his domination at the 
Directors Guild of America 
Awards, earning his 11th 
film nomination Tuesday 
for his Civil War epic “Lin¬ 
coln.” 

Also nominated were past 
winners Kathryn Bigelow 
for her Osama bin Laden 
thriller “Zero Dark Thirty"; 
Tom Hooper for his musical 
“Les Miserables”; and Ang 
Lee for his lost-at-sea story 
“Life of Pi.” Rounding out 


NEW YORK (AP) — David 
Bowie is celebrating his 
birthday by releasing new 
music. 

The English singer an¬ 
nounced Tuesday, his 66th 
birthday, that he has re¬ 
leased his first song in 10 
years titled “Where Are We 
Now?” 

A new album, “The Next 
Day,” will be out March 11 
and 12 in the United King¬ 
dom and the United States, 
respectively. 

The slow groove was re¬ 
leased on Dunes and in 119 
countries. It was produced 
by longtime collaborator 
Tony Visconti. 

Bowie's last album was 
2003's “Reality." The fash¬ 
ion forward singer debuted 
in the 1960s, releasing mul- 


the lineup is first-time nomi¬ 
nee Ben Affleck for his Iran 
hostage crisis tale “Argo.” 
The Directors Guild field is 
one of Hollywood's most 
accurate forecasts for who 
will be in the running at the 
Academy Awards, whose 
nominations come out 
Thursday. The winner at the 
Directors Guild almost al¬ 
ways goes on to win the di¬ 
recting prize at the Oscars. 
Only six times in the 64-year 
history of the guild awards 
has the winner there failed 
to follow up with an Oscar. 
Spielberg has won the Di- 



David Bowie attends an 
awards show in this June 5, 
2007 file photo taken in New 
York. Associated Press 

tiple successful albums with 
sounds that range from 
rock to pop to glam rock 
to soul and funk. 

The Rock and Roll Hall of 
Famer’s hits include “Let’s 
Dance," "China Girl,” 
"Fame” and “Dancing In 
the Street.”□ 


rectors Guild feature film 
prize a record three times, 
for “The Color Purple,” 
"Schindler's List” and “Sav¬ 
ing Private Ryan,” along 
with directing Oscars for 
the latter two. He received 
the guild’s lifetime achieve¬ 
ment award in 2000. 
Bigelow became the first 
woman to win the guild 
honor and the directing 
Oscar three years ago for 
“The Hurt Locker." Hoop¬ 
er won the same prizes a 
year later for “The King's 
Speech," while Lee is a 
two-time guild winner for 
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon” and “Brokeback 
Mountain,” the latter also 
earning him the directing 
Oscar. Affleck, who also 
stars in “Argo,” follows such 
actors-turned-film makers 
as Clint Eastwood, Kevin 
Costner and Mel Gibson 
to earn a Directors Guild 
nomination. Overlooked 
by the guild were past 
nominees Quentin Taran¬ 
tino for his slave revenge 
tale “Django Unchained” 
and David O. Russell for his 
oddball romance “Silver 
Linings Playbook.” 

No clear front-runner has 
emerged yet for the Feb. 
24 Oscars, with “Lincoln," 
"Zero Dark Thirty” and “Les 
Miserables" all considered 
strong prospects to take 
home Hollywood's highest 
honor. 

Winners for the 65th annual 
Directors Guild awards will 
be announced Feb. 2, with 
Kelsey Grammer as host.Q 


David Bowie readies 
1st album in 10 years 
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Why Chuck Hagel 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Americans don’t particularly 
like government, but they do 
want government to subsidize 
their health care. They believe 
that health care spending im¬ 
proves their lives more than any 
other public good. In a Quinnip- 
iac poll, typical of many others, 
Americans opposed any cuts 
to Medicare by a margin of 70 
percent to 25 percent. 

In a democracy, voters get 
what they want, so the line 
tracing federal health care 
spending looks like the slope 
of a jet taking off from LaGuar- 
dia. Medicare spending is set to 
nearly double over the next de¬ 
cade. This is the crucial element 
driving all federal spending 
over the next few decades and 
pushing federal debt to about 
250 percent of GDP in 30 years. 
There are no conceivable tax 
increases that can keep up with 
this spending rise. The Demo¬ 
crats had their best chance in 
a generation to raise revenue 
just now, and all they got was 
a measly $600 billion over 10 
years. This is barely a wiggle 
on the revenue line and does 
nothing to change the overall 
fiscal picture. As a result, health 
care spending, which people 
really appreciate, is squeezing 
out all other spending, which 
they value far less. Spending on 
domestic programs - for edu¬ 
cation, science, infrastructure 
and poverty relief - has already 
faced the squeeze and will take 
a huge hit in the years ahead. 
President Barack Obama exco¬ 
riated Paul Ryan for offering a 
budget that would cut spend¬ 
ing on domestic programs from 
its historical norm of 3 or 4 per¬ 
cent of GDP all the way back 
to 1.8 percent. But the Obama 
budget is the Ryan budget. Ac¬ 
cording to the Office of Man¬ 
agement and Budget, Obama 
will cut domestic discretionary 
spending back to 1.8 percent 
of GDP in six years. 

Advocafes for children, educa¬ 
tion and the poor don’t even 
try to defend fheir programs by 
lobbying for cutbacks in Medi¬ 
care. They know that given the 
choice, voters and politicians 
care more about middle-class 
seniors than about poor chil¬ 
dren. So far, defense budgets 
have not been squeezed by the 
Medicare vise. But that is about 
to change. Oswald Spengler 
didn’t get much right, but he 
was certainly correct when he 
told European leaders that they 
could either be global military 


powers or pay for their wel¬ 
fare states, but they couldn’t 
do both. Europeans, who are 
ahead of us in confronting that 
decision, have chosen welfare 
over global power. European 
nations can no longer perform 
many elemental tasks of mov¬ 
ing troops and fighting. As late 
as the 1990s, Europeans were 
still spending 2.5 percent of GDP 
on defense. Now that spending 
is closer to 1.5 percent, and, 
amid European malaise, it is 
bound to sink further. 

The United States will undergo a 
similar process. The current bud¬ 
get calls for a sfeep but possibly 
appropriate decline in defense 
spending, from 4.3 percent of 
GDP to 3 percent, according to 
the Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice. But defense planners are 
notoriously bad at estimating 
how fast postwar military cuts 
actually come. After Vietnam, 
the Cold War and the 1991 
Gulf War, they vastly underesti¬ 
mated the size of the cuts that 
eventually materialized. And 
those cuts weren’t forced by 
the Medicare vise. The coming 
cuts are. As the federal govern¬ 
ment becomes a health care 
state, there will have to be a 
generation of defense cuts that 
overwhelm anything in recent 
history. Keep in mind how brutal 
the budget pressure is going to 
be. According to the Govern¬ 
ment Accountability Office, if 
we act on entitlements today, 
we will still have to cut federal 
spending by 32 percent and 
raise taxes by 46 percent over 
the next 75 years to meet cur¬ 
rent obligations. If we postpone 
action for another decade, 
then we have to cut all non¬ 
interest federal spending by 37 
percent and raise all taxes by 
54 percent. As this sort of crunch 
gradually tightens, Medicare 
will be the last to go. Spending 
on things like Head Start, scien¬ 
tific research and defense will 
go quicker. These spending cuts 
will transform America’s stature 
in the world, making us look a 
lot more like Europe today. This 
is why Adm. Mike Mullen called 
the national debt the country’s 
biggest security threat. 

Chuck Hagel has been nomi¬ 
nated to supervise the begin¬ 
ning of this generation-long 
process of defense cutbacks. 
If a Democrafic president is go¬ 
ing to slash defense, he prob¬ 
ably wants a Republican at the 
Pentagon to give him political 
cover, and he probably wants 
a decorated war hero to boot. 
All the charges about Hagel’s 
views on Israel or Iran are sec¬ 
ondary. The real question is, 
how will he begin this long cut¬ 
ting process? How will he bal¬ 
ance modernizing the military 
and paying current personnel? 
How will he recalibrate U.S. de¬ 
fense strategy with, say, 455,000 
fewer service members? 

How, in short, will Hagel super¬ 
vise the beginning of America’s 
military decline? If members of 
Congress don’t want America 
to decline militarily, well, they 
have no one to blame but the 
voters and themselves. □ 
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Bloomberg Takes On The NRA 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2013 New York Times 

TO: Michael Bloomberg 
FROM: Joe Nocera 
RE: Your Next Act 
Dear Mayor Bloomberg, 

This time next year, as you’re 
keenly aware, you will no longer 
be the mayor of New York. We 
all know how much you love the 
job, and how much you’ll miss 
it. No question about it: Though 
you have had your critics (in¬ 
cluding, at times, me), you’ve 
been a very good mayor. 

They say that you’re thinking a 
lot these days about what to 
do next. When you step down 
you’ll be 71, and plenty vital 
enough to do something sig¬ 
nificant. And of course, with a 
net worth of $20 billion or so, 
you certainly have the financial 
wherewithal to affect the issues 
that are important to you. You 
showed it in the last election, 
ginning up a super PAC and 
spending around $10 million on 
a handful of elections across 
the country where you thought 
your money could make a dif¬ 
ference. Even though you got 
into the game late, you won 
more than you lost. 

I know you have lots of interests, 
but after listening to you these 
past few weeks - ever since the 
horrible massacre in Newtown, 
Conn. - I am hoping you will di¬ 
rect your postmayoral energies 
to one issue: gun control. There 
is, quite simply, no one else 


in America who has a better 
chance of moving the country 
toward a saner gun policy than 
you. It is an effort worthy of your 
talents, and your money. 

First, there is your obvious pas¬ 
sion for the issue. They say it was 
your experience as mayor that 
sensitized you to the issue - and 
how could it not, with the funer¬ 
als you’ve had to attend, and 
the mothers of murdered chil¬ 
dren you’ve had to console? 
Since the Newtown tragedy, 
no other high-profile politician 
has been as forceful in con¬ 
demning gun violence and de¬ 
manding “immediate action’’ in 
Congress. Millions of Americans 

- indeed, a majority of them - 
agree with you. They are look¬ 
ing for somebody to lead the 
charge against the National 
Rifle Associafion. 

Second, though your message 
has been blunt, your tactics 
have been politically shrewd. In 
2006, you started a new orga¬ 
nization to fight gun violence: 
Mayors Against Illegal Guns. 
You thought that mayors had 
the credibility to reframe the 
issue as one of crime control, 
rather than gun control. May¬ 
ors Against Illegal Guns now 
has more than 800 mayors, and 
nearly 1 million “active support¬ 
ers.” It has lobbyists in Washing¬ 
ton and elsewhere, and has 
had success resisting recent 
NRA legislative initiatives. Its 
short-term agenda - ban as¬ 
sault weapons, require back¬ 
ground checks for all gun sales, 
make gun trafficking a federal 
crime, and so on - is a good, 
sensible place to start regulat¬ 
ing guns. 

Third - and let’s not be coy here 

- you’re rich. The NRA has an 
annual budget that is reported 
to be $300 million. In 2011, the 
combined budgets of all the 
groups trying to prevent gun 
violence came to around $16 
million. The best-known of those 
groups, the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence, has seen 
its support and its funding dwin¬ 


dle in recent years. Meanwhile, 
the NRA and its allies have done 
a brilliant job at pushing through 
laws that make it nearly impos¬ 
sible to prevent gun violence. 
There are more than 200 mem¬ 
bers of Congress who regularly 
gef a perfect score from the 
NRA. It is going to take money 
to change that because mon¬ 
ey is what Congress responds 
to. 

To be honest, Mr. Mayor, I wish 
you could start tomorrow. With 
each passing day, the urgency 
that accompanied the New¬ 
town shooting slips further away. 
President Barack Obama, who 
seems absolutely terrified to 
take on the gun lobby, didn’t 
even mention guns when asked 
about his second-term priori¬ 
ties. Mitch McConnell, the Sen¬ 
ate minority leader, has said 
that the first months of the new 
congressional session will be 
devoted to the issue of federal 
spending. Guns, he said, will just 
have to wait. 

In recent years, even in states 
that experienced horrific mass 
killings, gun laws have only be¬ 
come looser. In Virginia, the 
state Legislature repealed a 
law that barred people from 
buying more than one hand¬ 
gun a month, and passed a 
law “to allow permit holders to 
carry concealed and loaded 
weapons into bars and restau¬ 
rants,” according to ProPubli- 
ca. That same article reported 
that in Texas, two years after 
the Fort Hood shooting, legisla¬ 
tors “gave gun carriers greater 
freedom to take their weapons 
to more places.” The only two 
gun bills Obama has signed 
were laws that expanded gun 
rights. “The country needs his 
leadership,” you said of Obama 
after he announced that Vice 
President Joe Biden was going 
to lead a panel making a new 
effort to reduce gun violence. 
With all due respect, sir, what 
the country needs is your lead¬ 
ership on this issue. The sooner 
the better. □ 
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Succumb To Sticky Temptations! 



Sticky temptation comes in the form of a fresh rack of butter- 
scotch-glazed cinnamon rolls. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 


influence of Ikea, I spiked 
fhe dough wifh ground 
cardamom to round out 
the cinnamon. 

Because I was craving 
them so strongly, I served 
the rolls just as soon as the 
icing had set. They made a 
luxurious afternoon snack. 
The next day, we ate them 
for breakfast, halved, toast¬ 
ed and slathered with but¬ 
ter. I froze the rest to make 
into cinnamon roll French 
toast on Christmas morn¬ 
ing, and was pleased that 
I had. (This very good idea 
was my husband's.) 

The recipe makes a dozen 
and a half tender, sugary 
rolls, which is perfect if you 
are feeding a crowd. But 
you could halve the recipe 
if you don’t want to have 
that many cinnamon rolls 
hanging around the house. 
Or you could freeze a pan 
of the rolls before baking. 
Pull them out of the freezer 
the night before you want 
to serve them and thaw 
them in the fridge over¬ 
night. Let them rise at room 


Yield: 18 rolls 

11 tablespoons unsalted 
butter 
1 cup milk 

400 grams all-purpose flour, 
more as needed (about 3 
1/2 cups) 

400 grams dark brown sug¬ 
ar (about 2 cups) 

7 grams active dry yeast 
(about 2 1/4 teaspoons; 1 
envelope) 

4 grams plus a pinch fine 
sea salt (about 1 teaspoon) 
7 grams ground carda¬ 
mom (about 3/4 teaspoon) 

1 large egg 

14 grams ground cinna¬ 
mon (about 1 1/2 table¬ 
spoons) 

2 grams freshly grated nut¬ 
meg (about 1/2 teaspoon) 

1 tablespoon bourbon or 
apple cider 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
115 grams confectioners’ 
sugar (about 1 cup) 

1. In a small saucepan, 
melt 4 tablespoons butter. 
Add milk and heat until just 
warm to the touch (120- 
130 degrees). Pour into a 
large mixing bowl. In a sep¬ 


Nutrition pundits preach to moderate a high-fat and sugar-filled diet with vegetables and fruit, but 
you can moderate your diet with the occasional indulgence. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 


MELISSA CLARK 
© 2013 New York Times 

This is the time of year 
when most people have 
salad on the brain. New 
Year's resolutions and los¬ 
ing the holiday five propel 
us toward leafy green veg¬ 
etables and whole grains. 
But just as nutrition pun¬ 
dits preach to moderate 
a high-fat and sugar-filled 
diet with vegetables and 
fruit. I'm here to persuade 
you to moderate your Jan¬ 
uary juice cleanse with the 
occasional indulgence. 
Namely, butterscotch- 
glazed cinnamon rolls. 

The urge to make them hit 
me after a preholiday jaunt 
to Ikea. The fragrance of 
its ever-present, spice- 
imbued buns wrapped 
around me, pulling hard. 
I resisted, but couldn't 
rid myself of the memory 
of that warm cinnamon 
scent. 

A few days before Christ¬ 
mas, I gave in and made a 
batch of my own. 

I hadn’t made cinna¬ 
mon rolls in years, so I had 
to tweak things. The first 
change was to substitute 
brown sugar for the white 


- in both the icing and the 
filling. This gave me a richer, 
butterscotchlike flavor that 
I played up with a dash of 
bourbon in the frosting. 
Then, continuing to use the 
word “brown” as my inspi¬ 
ration, I coated the dough 
with brown butter instead 
of regular butter to add 
a nutty taste without the 
nuts. And lastly, having fall¬ 
en under the Scandinavian 


temperature while the 
oven preheats. 

Then, when you’ve licked 
the last of the sticky crumbs 
off your fingers, you can go 
back to the healthy stuff - 
and be all the happier for 
the break. 

BUTTERSCOTCH-GLAZED 
CINNAMON ROLLS 

Time: 90 minutes plus rising 
time 


arate bowl, whisk together 
flour, 100 grams or 1/2 cup 
brown sugar, yeast, 4 grams 
or 1 teaspoon salt and car¬ 
damom. Slowly beat flour 
mixture into butter mixture 
using an electric mixer with 
a paddle attachment. 
Beat in egg, then beat un¬ 
til dough comes together 
in a ball, about 3 minutes; 
it should be slightly tacky 
but not sticky. If it feels very 



sticky, beat in more flour, 1 
tablespoon at a time. 

2. Turn dough out onto 
lightly floured work surface. 
Knead until smooth and 
elastic, about 2 minutes. 
Form into ball. Transfer to 
a large, lightly oiled bowl. 
Cover with plastic wrap 
and a dish towel. Let rise 
in a warm place until dou¬ 
bled in volume, about 2 to 
3 hours. 

3. Meanwhile, in a small 
saucepan over medium- 
low heat, melt 4 table¬ 
spoons butter. Cook until 
foam subsides and butter 
turns a deep nut brown; 
cool to room temperature. 

4. In a small bowl, whisk 
together 150 grams or 3/4 
cup brown sugar, cinna¬ 
mon, nutmeg and a pinch 
of salt. 

5. Punch down dough and 
roll into a rectangle about 
15 inches long and 12 
inches wide. Using a pas¬ 
try brush, coat dough with 
butter, leaving a 1/2-inch 
border all around. Sprinkle 
sugar mixture evenly over 
butter. Starting at a long 
end, tightly roll up dough 
over filling. Arrange seam 
side down. Cut dough 
crosswise into 18 slices 
(about 1/2-inch thick). 

6. Lightly grease 29-inch- 
square baking pans with 
1 tablespoon of butter. 
Transfer rolls to pan, cut 
side up; they will fit snugly. 
Cover with plastic wrap 
and a dish towel. Let rise 
in a warm place until dou¬ 
bled, about 45 minutes. 

7. Heat oven to 375 de¬ 
grees; bake rolls until gold¬ 
en brown, about 20 min¬ 
utes. Remove and cool 10 
minutes. 

8. While rolls bake, place 
remaining 150 grams or 
3/4 cup brown sugar in a 
small saucepan. Sprinkle 
with bourbon and 1/4 cup 
water. Bring to a simmer, 
stirring occasionally, and 
cook until sugar dissolves, 
about 3 minutes. Whisk in 
remaining 2 tablespoons 
butter until melted, whisk 
in vanilla, then turn off 
heat and whisk in confec¬ 
tioners' sugar. Pour warm 
glaze evenly over tops of 
the warm rolls. Let rest for 
at least 20 minutes to allow 
glaze to set.Q 


















